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PREFACE. 

AN ingenious countryman 
of ours, a few years ago, 
made no difficulty of filling 
two handibme volumes in oq- 
tavo with a journey from 
Portsmouth to Kingston- 
upoN-TiiAMES, performed in 
no lefs than eight days — 
and I have never heard but 
that the work met with full as 
much encouragement as it de- 
ferved; for it went through 
.two impreffions^ and had, 
.doubtlefs, a proportionable 
number of readers ; and is at 
this time in fuch a degree of 
eftimation, as to be adually a 

A . 3 flock- 



vi PREFACE. 

flock-book in moft of the cir* 
culating Ubraries in England. 

Within thefe four ycars^ 
that reverend joker, the face- 
tious .Mr. S ■ ■ ■ ' hath obliged 
the world with fomewhat of a 
fort of an itinerary; which 
though a little deficient ac- 
cording to the vulgar method,. 
jct I could wilh from my foul 
ihat the generality of travellers 
wprehut-half as entertaining* 

And lately we have been 

iurther obliged with <he tra^ 

vcls of Dr. " S . and of for- 

geon 8 — - — neither of which 
works have I any intention of 

criticifiDg &>r two iicafoiis--*^ 

the 
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the firft flowing frpm gf ati- 
tude, as I canfefs they gave 
me pleafure in the reading; 
the fecond from modefty^ as I 
do not apprehend that any 
ihing I have to offer can merit 
fuchfavourabkreception with 
the public. 

^ But what's aH this to the 
|)urpofe ? ' fays fame impatieiit 
critic 

I wiH tell you how fitr it is 
to my puTpofe — it is to fliew 
the reader that travelling is thb 
mode^ and that it is no \<t^ 
the mode to print travels— 
that fhort travels may be 

A 4 that 
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printed as well as long, voyages; 
and whether at home, or a- 
broady it matters not— -and 
that as I don't remember any 
apology was made by the 
JPort/moutb traveller for ftuf- 
^fing two large volumes in oc- 
tavo, fometimes with trite re- 
marks, and moft commonly 
with no remarks at all, during 
eight, days upon three of the 
neighbouring counties of En- 
gland; fo I fhall not offer any 
fbrobtruding a couple of aS^S^/^- 
dean duodecimos with fuch as 
I have been able to make dur- 
ing two months, in five of the 
fineft provinces in the Nether^ 
lands. 

CORIAT 
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CHAP. I. 

youmtffrom London to Dover. 

MY companion and I fet oflF from 
the Swan with two necks in 
Lad-Lane^ London^ in one of the Dover 
ftages, on Saturday the 6th of Septem- 
ber, 1766— but as the road from thence 
to Dover is well known to many of my 
readers, I fliall not take up their time 
unneceflkriiy in defcribing it* 

A 5 Our 
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Our company in the coach wa»^ s 
Ikile €mbkm of the great sv;orLdia.ihi$> 
refpeft, that we meet with many per* 
fons in oiu- daily avocations, but very 
raci^ly mth oo^ «vh>:> js fi[ cQikftatfCDcc 
enough to be diftinguiihed, or to con« 
ftitute a chariK^er. 

It confifted of a D^if/PIIot, a Ketttsjk' 
. Hop»pla,nrrffr» ^ ygu.ng Mid^ipoua )2fi- 
longing to the Navy, and a Countrjr 
fporting Souire. 

Almoft every occurrence in life is a 
leflon l»f ip^Us^if)!!^ ^ it is Q\ir ow» 
fault if we do not improve it to ad van*- 

ttg^-^fp jh>t .iNirn^ ^ mpr^vmwt 

ts tbia icomfmny migbi ?ppe^« it w|,s* 
a great pkafurp to ip^ to (i^d, by ^qh- 
verfmg with each in \ki9 own way, 
that the hilU apd fand« which wa meet 
with upon th^t rpad were not at all t^«» 
diQUs; and that the dift^ce from I/QH- 
don to Dover i% (b far £i:oai hffifig a Img^ 

that 
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iSat k may be accouiMfd a toy aodi^ 
rate clay's journey. 

From the Pilot I tinderftood the 
neceffity that diere is for fach affiftantt 
in our narrow feas and flioaly channels | 
tine qualifications neceflary to admiffioni 
che ftri£t examination which they un« 
oergo, in the court Of the Lord War- 
i^n of the Cinque-ports and the num* 
ber fo admitted. 

From the Hop-planter I learned Ibme* 
what of the cultivation and growth of 
hops ; the accidents to which they are 
mod liable; their different years pro- 
duce and benefit to the growers and to 
the {{ate, infomuch that they have paid 
upwards of one hundred and twenty 
thoufand pounds excife in one year^ 
and fcarce ten thoufand pounds in an- 
eithcr; and laftly, that they contribute 
greatly tatbe ftrengthening, as well ai 

A 6 to 
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to the meliorating and preferving the 
,bccr. 

The young Midihipman was a re- 
markable inftance that gentility and an 
rarly polit&education, is asdiftinguifh- 
^ble in the fea as in the land fervice ; 
that good fenfe is the approved compa- 
nion of bravery, and may ferve to fettl# 
it upon principle ; for though he was 
fcarce fifteen, and had pailed four years 
of that time upon the boiflerous ele- 
ment, .and in the Weft-Indies^ had it 
jQot : been for his uniform you might 
almoft have concluded that he had ne- 
ver been from court. He muft cer- 
tainly during that period have heard 
many improper things, and have oc- 
cafionally kept much worfe company 
than himfelf; but the good which he 
had acquired feemed onJy to be prefent 
with him, for it was remarked that 
during the whole day's jourifCy not an 
improper, far lefs an indecent exprei^ 

Horn 



CORIAT JUNIOR. ij 

fion efcaped his lips — He gave befides 
jnauiy firong indications of being fome 
time or other a great maa» 

The country 'Squire waked now and 
then to make us laugh, or^ in his lu* 
cid intervals to convince us that he 
was beft company when aileep. 

About eight in the evening my com* 
panion and I (for we had dropt the 
reft of the pafiengiers by the way) ar« 
rived at the fhip tavern at Dovtr^ and 
producing a letter of recommendation 
to Mrs. Jones the miftrefs of the houfe, 
we met with a very civil reception— 
though perhaps not more fo than if 
we had not had any fuch letter ; for> 
to do her juftice, fhe feems to be a very 
notable and obliging hoftefs \ and not- 
withftanding all malevolent reports^ 
which I have heard both from natives 
and foreigners, I could not perceive 
any thing like exadlion there, which is 

much 



imtrch more thi^n I can fay of tiottif' 
Ifoufet on tlie other fide iif the wttcr^ 

particularly m HoSanek 



^ 



Here an officer of the ttiflbfiK foI» 
fowed us and our little teggage, 'wiiick: 
Conitfled meerfy of each a change of 
raymenty .endofed in one ^all port- 
manteau -— upon enquiring into the 
Contents, and being aflured that it con- 
tained nbthing dfe, I offered him th« 
key that he might fatisfy himfelf, which 
ke refuM } l^tt aem^ndecl hftff a crowA 
Ibr having fared u» and hioifelf fomt 
trouble. 

I fay deinaiided half a crown^ be* 
caufe it was the precif^ fum which the 
fellow mentioned^ and whic^ without 
fefiedingy I gaY€ him» though 1 wa» 
.ferry for it afterwards* 

ft 

The ofRcdrs of the revenue are und- 
oubtedly the fervants of (he public^ 

and 



md the fsUk is 0# iQiigM: <ii^#i Mmt 
whilft ithey ^ve found «rue'le fb^ii^ti^iil^ 

and acting in conformity, with their oatlr 
•—thanoAccr who had the faoc to demanct 
liaif a ciiDwii for not doiog 1m« i\Mtf^ it 
viay be prefimed niuMild while at a fraud* 
/or a larger cocifideratkmm^lMit as I iBt^ 
lend ju^icfly to point out fevsra] enora- 
and abufes in the bhtiAi eitftonat m 4 
imall treatife fliortly to be publiflied'' 
iinder tbe •title of an^ apoiogt cor 
SMT^CiH^it^^^ I fliall not detain the- 
deader any iojiger upoA tliat head at: 
prefent.. 

We adventtifed forth, dtirk as it wav 
to try if we could difcover any things, 
but to vory little purpofe-^^-cafting our 
eyes towards the horrible cliffy whence 
ihakefpeare drew one of hia juftly-ad- 
mired pidures ; we found the profpeft 
as dark to us as it had been to fightlefs 
&^zw^ and were therefore contented 
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;to coAOvcr the pafiage, ^which We'baj 
^ot aa opportunity of comparmg. 

• 

The fame obftacte prevented our 
making any juft remarks either upon 
the caftle, or the work$, and the reader 
•18 in fome meafure obliged to this ac- 
rident, as it will be the means of 

ihortning this chapter* : :.i 

* . ■ ■ . 
• ...... 

We returne4 to our inn to fupper^ 

whe^ we met vinik feveral people di« 

folded in .t;heir opinions touching the 

packet's failing that night-— fome faid it 

would, for the wind was fair; others 

were pofitive that it would not^^ for 

though the wind was fair, yet it blew 

too frefh to get out of the harbour. 

. ' This brought to my mind what ' I 
had ruminated in our walk upon the 
works, where I had been fully feniible 
pf what the failors call a frefh gale«^ 
however L faid nothing. 

In 
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Tn the midft of our fupper I was a 
little alarmed with the repetition of a 
difagreeable hollow found in the chimr 
ncy — pray, madam, faid I to Mrs. 
yonny what rioifc is that? is it the 
wind? — nothing at alf, fir, faid flic, 
onty our chhnney is apt to make a 
noife. — ^It muft be a very odd (brt of a 
chimney thought I, to make fiich a 
noife for nothing. 

What my companion felt, I know 
not ; and li he had any fears be was 
wHb enough to keep them to bimielf% 

« 

CHAP. II. 

Wherein the Author indulges his fancy 
upon a SubjeSf^ which fome of bis 
Readers may pojjibly take home to them^ 
felvet. 

TH£RE is^ fometbing extremely 
aukward in the firft fetting out 
upon a journeyjk to pcrfons xinac* 

cuftomed 
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ipiftomed totfarel — the fehfations they 
^iftfe limed with are many, aitdmixinii 
itotlfufed variety. 

Peopk that are -for the noft paft 
confined to onefyot, have tbeiranxteties^ 
either about bufinefs, or pleaAire ia 
fuccelfion-^the com|dalioA ^f the one 
^rve$ as an incitempat to the other 
and the event of either being forefeen». 
the pleafure is doubled by anticija* 
^tton. 

Sditt.'phicc ^.Imdmer^ ivho batsnevef 

pailed the verge of ff^ndfor or St.. 
AJbarCs into the T^ri^ily,. and he is im- 
mtdiately feized with the apjyrehenfiQn 
of a thoufand evils which can never 
happen at once — the farther he is 
wheeled beyond his ken, the greater is 
his trouble \ and the counting of the 
mile ftones^ which may be very enter-* 
Uitning to fome, heightens his emb»r- 
iafrwent, and only provies thathe.is fo 

muck 
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-amcii Atfther remoired fx<oai the only 
lilace mtofc he Mfou}d-£hure'taitf««id 
diie* 

Being got Slty nules from the ct- 
pital^ he begins 4o coiUeiqplate, -what 
a t^errible thing it xnuft be to die in ft 
Acange. country !—»aRd is fi^prized^a 
fee the other 4}afiengec»fwAllawii^^e 
cofFee, grounds and aJt» «»d calling, 
about 'em for more l»aft and butler.-^ 
He can neither eat nor drink — his feU 
low-travellers .commiferatiiig hit «un- 
ittppy cafe> xouclude.the gentkman'ia 
,fis:k with havii^ rode hajckwaiids-^^oae 
prefcribeiji iramofhrandy^'o-anotfae^y 
upon 41 fiiiyiofitioii, that cojSbe and 
toaft ^exe too imeagre^ advifes him ta 
call £br.aiaftLer.Qf hacoa and a tankavd 
cf ,al&-^he,ttau£eatea tbie thoughts of ta 
rafher and ale^ and con(eflt« htmfelf 
with a glafs of fpring water and a few 
^lartftorn drops.. 

They 
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They proceed on their journey, and 
he grows worfe and worfe ; infonmclh 
that if any one was to a(k what oiled 
him ? he would be very much at a lofs 
for a reply— ireverthelefs his fever in* 
creafes, and no Jameses powder can be 
had! — he would fain lofe a little blood 
—but then what man in England can 

open SI vein like Mr. ? who had 

been fo many years furgeon to his, and 
his father'^ family before him* 

One of the company obfervfngthe 
deQjibnding way he was rn^ kindly 
made him an' offer of a few carraway 
comfits and fome gingerbread nuts ; at 
the bare mention whereof, he wd$ 
feized with fuch a violent tooth-ach, 
that finding no GreenougVi tindlure alt 
hand, it was feared he would go dif- 
tra^d with the pain* 

The further apprchenfions of the 
coach breaking down, and thereby 

fracturing 
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fradluring his fkull, or half a dozen of 
his limbs, and being taken up fpeech- 
lefs— or efcaping the wonderful chance 
of a hundred to one of being robbed and 
having his brains blown out, are me- 
UAlc^hply conopaniqns upon a ftrange - 
road, where accidents of a like nature 
have happened about^-once in a cen* 
tury, -.' - 

I 

' i- 

'Petfohs' that are fo void of feeling as : 
not to be fenfible of fuch apparent dan- 
ger, may, after a jumble of ieventy or 
eighty miles, be able to make a tolerable 
good dinner ; but thofe who are ftrong« 
ly pofleft of it ciuinot To eafily fit down 
and fall tOt 

To force down a little bit of bread- 
pudding, for nature requires fomething, 
and a glafs of wine and water, are full 
as much as can be expected from one - 
in fuch a fituation. 






He 
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might be tr^nfported thither in a few 
hours. — But then the fhatne of return- 

r 

ing without having performed his jour*. 
Jicy. * 

The fecond day he is become more 
tolerable to himfelf and his fellow-tra- 
vellers i' at the end of which he finds 
himfelf at Ybriy and begins to Wonder 
bow he got there !. ^ 

* If I mifUlce riot, there arc /uch cha- 
rters; and the application is very 
erfy — Such people Jhouldjtay at home. 

C,H A p. m. , 

Vey^gefrom Dover to Oftende. 

IN the abfence of captain Wellard^ 
whofe packet was to fail that night 
fpt Qfiendi^th^ comm^ QfjM^vcflel 
devolved upon his mate : Mr*; (?n^^f! 
leemiflgly a very Aeady, gpod foix .of a 

man% 
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man, as his attention to his charge, and 
obliging carriage to the paflengers, gave 
fufficient witnefs ; and I heartily wifli 
that foon a man of fo much temper and 
experience may come to be mafter of a 
packet himfelf. 

Gregg from time to time called upon 
us, and defired us to be ready before one 

for though the wind blew ftrong, yet it 
was fair \ and he had no doubt but that 
he fliould be able, * with God's grace,* 
to get fafe out of the harbour. 

About twelve o'clock a fellow with 
a candle and lanthorn entered the par- 
lour where we were fitting with our 
landlord and landlady — 'here's a plaguy 
deal of wind to-night, faid he — mercy 
on us how It blows ? — I am juft come 
up. from the beach, and I think I never 
faw a greater fea ! — why it breaks over 
the head as white as a fheet ! ' 

Vol. lb A 
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A pretty defcription, thought I^ if 
one was not juft going to fea ! 

* Why furely, continued he, thefe 
j^entlemen (meaning ipy companion and 
me) will never think of going this tide V 

I ihall do juft as the captain pleaies, 
anfwered I» with all the refolution I 
had about me, 

' • Nay, you may do as you think fit, 
my mafters, returned the fkipper, but 
if I was as you, I know I'd (lay till the 
morning and take day-light with me.' 

Finding he could not prevail, he de- 
parted. 

Before I proceed any farther in my 
relation, I think it proper to advertife 
the ingenuous reader, that the whole 
end of this little work is amufement and 
inftru&ion ^ and though the preceeding 

part 
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part of this chapter may appear defici- 
€ait in both,. Ffliall prefently convince 
him that it is very fruitful in the latter. 

. Yo^ arr to un4e.rAa{id then, that the 
gentlemaa who went out juft now wkh 
his candle and lanthqrn^ is ^ ptrivate 
(kipper, ^d mafter of a bye-boat, of _ 
which there are fcveral'at J)<n;er; and 
it is the intereft of thofe people to inti-i 
midate the intended pailengers for the 
packets as much as they can ; Co that 
the packets by thefe unfair means (a 
kind of marine jockeyfliip) leaving part ~ 
of their company behind, they may af- 
terwards conrey them oyer at their 

own extravagant rates. . 

» • • 

Mrs. yoms next began to remind us 
of the provifions neceffary for our voy- 
age (a thing my partner and I never 
dreamt of ;] and though the paflage 
might be ihort, it was not impoffiblc^ 
fhe faid, but that it might prove long 

B 2 and 



a8 CORIAT JUNIOR. 

and tedious; and nothing we might* 
be afTured .could be had on board fave 
what we took with us. — 

The Engliih of all people are the 
moft provident upon thofe occafions^ 
from a natural dread of being ftarved, 
which many of them are feized with 
the moment the)c lofe fight of their na« 
tive land — fo that in the packets be- 
tween Dover and Calais^ or OJimde^ it 
is no unufual^thing to find as many 
fowls, tongues, pafiry and liquors as 
would visual a Ihip for a month's 
voyage. 

This weaknefs in fome of my coun- 
trymen turns to very good account 
with the publicans at Dover ^ and with 
the mafters of vefiels ; as the whole are 
bought and well paid for of the one, 
and, from the ihortnefs of the paflage, 
generally fall untouched as perquifites 
to the other. 

The 
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The time was now come for our de- 
parture, and on board we went — ^where 
ftanding upon a little ceremony as to 
the beds, out of compliment to fome 
female paflcngers, we prefently per- 
ceived that the whole were taken up ; 
and my companion and I were fain to 
lay, the one upon a bulk, the other 
upon the cabin flaor. 

Such are the difadvantagcs which the 
modeft man frequently labours under, 
to which the 'mpudent is an utter 
ftranger — the forward and bold con- 
ftantly avail themfelves of the back- 
wardjiefs of the humble and modeft, 
turn their punftilios into jefts, and, in 
fhort, reap every advantage at their 
expence, fave one — arifing from a cer- 
tain fenfibility, which as they can ne- 
ver feel, fo it is impoffible to make them 
comprehend. 



B 
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lands J for to fpeak truth, the quccn'i 
ofScers, both civil and military, may be 
ranked among the]moft orderly and beft- 
lired people in the world. 

My full intention in the following 
flieets is to reprefent perfons and things 
exa6Hy as I found them ; and furcly no 
reafonable njan can be offended thereby 
—I am aware that the good order, fo- 
briety and decency which is univerfal 
among the Flemings^ is owing in a great 
meafure to the abfolute government 
under which they live ; at the fame time 
that I cannot help thinking but that good 
order may be preferved under every go- 
vernment, and the laws of every civilized 
nation, whether abfolute, or limited, tend 
Co enforce it — ^But more of this hereafter. 

/ heg leave then U proceed in my own 
n;^y— and tho* it is become fo much the 
fafliion among my countrymen of late to 
decry foreign cuftoms and manners, 

and 



CORIAT JUNIOR^ 33 

and to cry up whatever is of Britijb 
growtb> whether right, or wrong; I 
fliali neverthelefs take the liberty fo far 
to differ from them, as to commend 
whatever in my judgment has appeared 
commendable^ without dread of the 
forfeiture of my allegiance; and even to 
do jufttce to a monk where I have 
found him worthy, and I hope without 
the imputation of being a papift. 

By fuch candid proceeding I flatter 
myfelf it is not impoflible but that I 
may be able with reafon to remove the 
illiberal prejudices of fome of my rea- 
ders, and to laugh away the childifli 
notions of others* 

The extreme pTeafure which fuc- 
ceeded my dirmiilion at the cuftdm* 
houfe may be eafier felt by the gratefuf 
and parental heart, than defcribcd; for 
i found myfelf at once doubly welcome 
in the kindnefs of my friend, whofe 

B 5 houfe 
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hauft was 2fe my own ; and it the fighl 
ind m the ytciprocal affeftions of my 
el3eft daughter, after an abfcncc of fif- 
teen months, and whom Ifaw improved 
to my wiflie^ 

Thttt is aetHli¥^\y a gmat dtm\ in Tet^ 
ting about any thing wkh what w« call 
it goodwill; and the mind being {M- 
difpofed f favbwr Ihe parAiit> teflblis 
great difficulties and chaces away the 
very exifteAde of frtiatl bne$. I confefs 
I tet oiit with a diTpiDfition 6( being 
pleafed (a difpofitibn whiCh \ Would 
gladly recommend to future travellers j) 
and though after a day's journey in a 
ftagc-coach, a hard todglhg (ip6n the 
cabin-floor, and a reafonable portion of 
fea-fK:knefs,the fpirits might be fuppofed 
to flag a little, yet neverthelefs I found 
my heart as light as if I had flept the 
preceeding night upon a feather-bed. 



The 
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The mind, for there the blifs, or 
mrfery is feated, being once attuned to 
frappinefs, the fofter paflions fport in 
the dance and revel in the joy. 

In common with ieveral of my bro* 
ther ta-avelleiB, I £ball frequently de^ 
fcend to low and trite obfervations upoa 
vulgar numners and cuftoms; leaving 
matters of great importance to be re- 
marked by the governors of young no« 
blemen and the under-fecretaries of «m« 
baffie^, who may be prefumed to be beft 
Acquainted with the intrigues of courts 
and cabinets, and whofe talents, from 
their refpe£lable fituations, muft be 
keld unqueftionable* 

But my greateft misfortune is this 
eurfed egotifm, which I find myfelf 
» infenfibly running into ! — * I faid, and 
I did, and I went * — how (hall I get 
rid of it ? — for the foul of me I can't 
tell!-—- it hurts nr^yfelf — how theA mu& 

B 6 it 
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it afFc£t my readers? — yet you'll allaIk>Ty 
^tis very difficult for a man to tell a 
ilocy about himfelf, and yet to leave 
himfelf out of thequeflion — 

• Of all the writers fince the invention 
of letters, who have endeavoured to 
entertain the world with talking about 
themfelves, how few have fucceeded ? 
•-^among the moderns 1 can fcarcely 
mufter above one — and he in fpite of 
time and the change of language has 
pleafed for almoft two centuries, and 
in all likelihood will continue to pleafe 
for other two* 

* • 

It feems then that he had the art of 
pleafing — 

Some kind genius, teach me that 
happy art ! — for without it I fli.Jl cer- 
tainly be branded for an egotift — nay, 
what IS ftill more to be feared, in the 
-true ipifit of modern criticifm, I ihall 

he 
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be recorded for a fool and a bleckheadE 
by the reviewers, who will not leave 
me the likenefs of a hog, or a dog — I 
fhall be cut up alive, peppered, diced 
and grilled upon their devils gridiron— » 
many perhaps to laugh at^ and no one 
to pity me L 

Well, ni avoid it as much as poffible^ 
—and yet the more I endeavour the. 
worfe I find it is. 

CHAP- V. 

Thofe that go to Rome, &c. fee Ray^s 

Protverhsu 

HAVING feafied my eyes and eara 
with the fight and language of 
my daughter and my friend, and glutted 
the fofter mental powers in the be- 
witching theory of filial affeftlon and 
ibcial fiiendibip i after a fliort ftafon- 

able 
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themfelvesy. nevertbelefs retain tnanjir 
pld cuftoms, depending more upont 
their governors than themfelves.. 

So— enter the barber-furgeon^ with a 
pair of ruffles down to bis fingers ends» 

And pray, fir, — pardon the freedom 
of a ftranger, who only afks for inform 
mation — are all the gentlemen of this 
country, who profefs the ra2X)r and 
ftrQP» regular bred furgeons ? 

^ All regular-bred 9 examined, and 
fworn-furgcons/ 

And arc they really— cxcufe my ig- 
norance — as dextrous at . amputating 
limbs, as at mowing beards i 

, • C*eJlIamm$cbofe''^ 

• Tlie profeffiott of barber-furgeon we may co»- 
•Ivde was formerly of the moft honourable claf» 
4nct it reilefled fuch dign'ty even upon its de-^ 
pvtits and affiftanti. ^trry dt Beryy who publiihed 
m method of curing the venereal difeafe, printed aC 
Parii in 1634, ftiles himfeif^ limfuant ienerai Ok 

Sir, 



/ 
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Sir, Pm very much obliged to yoiu 

Here an Englifliman, who generally 
has the virtue of liberality in the midft 
of a thoufand follies and extravagancies, 
is much at a lofs at firft ; for as he has 
been accuflomed to reward merit and 
fervicc according to the condition of 
the party, fo he cannot at once fmk 
the profeflbr of the noble and ufeful 
art of furgery, to the vulgar ftatc of s 
meer fliaver* 

But my good genius and hoftefs, per- 
ceiving my embarraffment, again in- 
terpofed, defiring that I would leave it 
to her to fettle that point, as being 
beft acquainted with the cuftom of the* 
place. — Yet the thoughts of the man*s 
breeding and education ftill ran in my 
beadi 
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* You are to underftand, fir, faid 
Ihe, that moft things here are regulated 
by the ftate, or according to ancient 
ufage ; and you muft not be furprized 
at finding a fenfible difference in many 
refpeds between England and Flanders. 

* You will have the pleafure of 
drinking tea with a very agreeable Irilh. 
gentleman, a regular phyfician, bred 
at Louvahy and fettled here, who has 

to much prafiice, that he is upon the 
tramp almoft from morning till night- 
he collefls a great number of fees — 'tis 
true, they are not large, the higheft 
being a Flemijh Schillings and the ordi- 
nary a Plaquet* — 

Pray, madam, how much is a SchiU 
Jing ? — * about feven-pence fterling.*— 
And how much a Plaquet? — * About 
three-pence halfpenny/ — I thank you, 
madam— I give the gentleman much 

joy 
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joy of his univerfity-educaiion, and of 
his fees. 

I 

The company met and formed a very 
polite circle-— the commandant, a fine 
old gentleman, and a man of quality-^ 
but his manners would have diilin- 
guiflied him, if his fovereign had not. 

The garrifon at that time was wealo^ 
Cbnfifting only of one batalHon of Dt 
Verty^^ regiment, but all the oiScerit 
Fnnch and Liigoisy of any diftindlion, 
were there — the lieutenant colonel, tbe 
chevalier Du M a very amiable 

man, and his lady, the prettieft Flem- 
ing I ever faw— the chevalier d H 

Mr. B Major, Mr. H 

&r. &r. men who had feen fervide 
and knew the world, graceful in their 
deportment, elegant in their behaviour^ 
ttxiSt in their duty, regular in their 
condu(^ and not devoid of fenttment. 

But 
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I can0ot her€ ooiit a remark which 
I made in confequence of my kiiow-^ 
lodge of that gentleman, and upon 
further . inquiry found to be firi^ly . 
true J which is. That thofc who hold*** 
places under the government are, for, 
the moft part, men of character, edu- 
cation and abilities i nor do I remem- 
ber to have met with a fingle inftance 
in Flanders^ or Brabant ^vfYitvtixK a fcqun- 
drel, or a fool, has been mifplaced in 
any office befitting a gentleman and a 
man of fenfe. 

^ Thofe that go to Rome^ fays the 
proverb, muft do as they da at Rarm^ 
— and though I had no particular af<^, 
fe£iion to cards on a funday, and for 
my companion, I dare be fworn he had 
a hearty averfion to them j yet rather 
than be lingular, we fcrupled not to 
cut in with the reft at whifl, an En- 
gl i(h game which feems to have got 
firm footing upon the continent. 

The 
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The evening the afternoon we 

fliould call it (for aflemblies in that 
part of the world break up before the 
bout of meeting with us) ended with 
the utmoft harmony ; and before nine 
o'clock all the company were retired to 
iheit refpedive homes i but not with<» 
out a general invitation of dining the 
fiext day at the penfioner's country* 
houfe at Ghiftel^ about feven miles from 
QJiende^-^^z circumftance which my 
fellow-traveller and I were much de- 
lighted with, as it favoured us with 
an opportunity of feeing a part of the 
country which had other wife been un- 
known to us, and of which place the 
neader will find fome account ia the 
aext chapter but three. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VL 

A Conference between the Traveller and 
himfelf upon the SubjeSf of Authorjhip* 

•npHERE is no notion more prevalent, 
nor indeed any more unjuft, than 
that the goodnefs, or badnefs of 9 
book may be determined by the fale* 

I could give the reader a hundred 
inftances, almoft as. fail as I could, 
count a hundred) to convince him that 
this is a very pernicious way of judging 
-—and if one hundred were not enough, 
I'd give him two---and if two were not 
thought fufficient, he (hould have five 
hundred. 

I had not proceeded far in my prefcnt 
undertaking, before I became defirous 
of feeing one of the laft fpeck-and-fpan 
new things in my own way— according- ' 
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hf I maile inq^uiry of my bookfdler—the 
anfwer was * Out of print, fir.' 

This rather fcrvcd to whet the edge 
of my curiofity — but I muft not give it 
up fo — to another — pray, Mr. ■ ■ 
could jou procure me ? 

I am forry, anfwered the courtly 
dlfpenfer of the eflence of brains, that 
4t is not in my power to oblige you ; 
but the laft copy I had went cjf three 
days ago; fince when I could have 
fold • 

The fale muft have been very rapid ? 

« O, fir, it flew like wild-fire l-r-the 
laft fifty I had, were gone in half an 
hour ! ' 

Prodigious ! — Sir, I thank you. 



Vol. I. C Well 



40 CX)RIAT JUNIOR. 

Welly frkild Curnit Junbr^ vAiBt 
fay yoU to fthts?«^£iere'$ fotne en- 
couragement for us, ha ! 

But my truriofity muft be fiitisfied-^ 
To a th^d— Sir, I AoicM eAeem it a 
particulariavourif youcouhl'-*-! under-* 
ftand already, that it is difficult — ^but 
ibr the price we flia-nt dtfagree. 

« Difficttlt, ftr!~'tis imptffiWe!-- 
a thing not to be had fdr love of mo* 
siey !-^but there will be a new edition 
in about a fortnight.' 

To ta)k of waiting a fc^might^ to 
one whofe expe£iation was fo well 
toned, feemed rather tantalizing-^I'm 
foriijr I troubled you, (ir,—- but without 
your afliftance, I'll fee it before I deep. 

* Andpraiy Mr. -Coriat Junior (for I 
begin to be a little curious) was you 
So fortunate as to meet with it ? ' 

I 
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, I was. 

< What, tkat ivght ? ' 

That very flight* 

« Tm vaftly glad !— and did you read 

it? 

Every letter. 

< Well, that wias charming !— doubt- 
lefs it repaid your ctkrioiity ! 

Suffer me to go on, and you fhall 
hear. 

In a further purfuit of this novelty, 
the earned: reader wBl conclude that I 
made every bookfeller's ibop in my 
way ; and the ioipreffions which I re- 
ceived from tibeir feveral favourable ac- 
counts bore h^d upon my refolution <^ 
becoming an author*. 

C 2 at 
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^ It is fo pretty, familiar, and cafy, 
faid one^ that you may take it up, and 
lay it down, jdft.as you like,— *Tis for 
the pocket, or the Poft-chaife j or you 
may read it all the while your feryant is 
dreffing yoar hain * ■ ■ 



A mighty pretty book, indeed, hy 
your defcription ! — 

* Ay, fir, fo it is— but the grand 
misfortune is, that- gentlemen don't 
write every day. '— - 

! I wifliM the fellow at the devil fof* 
that laft expreflion ! which fent me 
from his (hop overwhelmed with me- 
lancholy thoughts, fuch as — Ay, this 
muft needs be the cafe when gentlemen 
write ! — Gentlemen arc furely born 
with abilities proportioned to their rank 
and fortune !-— they have that intui- 
tively, for which common clay muft 
fweat and labour !*— 

I fancy. 
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I fancy, friend Coriat Junior, you 
and I had better drop our defign in 
time — for who the devil will read us ? 
— *One that nobody knows, nor was 
ever beard of before — a fellow who tra- 
vels from London to Dover in a common 
ftage-coach — and it may be an o.utfide 
paiTenger, the better to look about him ? 
—It will never do— a man muft be a 
gentleman pofitively, or he can never 
write — efpecially travels, which of all 
writing is the genteeleft, aext to poetry 
and mifcellanyr 

A gentkman may be fo like himfelf^ 
ibeafy,^ (odegage^ and fo void of thought 
all the while — a gentleman may give 
himfelf as many airs as he pleafes, 
without much meaning — may advance 
what he pleafea, and cenfure whom he 
pleafes — a gentleman may introduce 
.perfon& and chara(5);ers as familiars, 
whom, perhaps, he never fa w — andnor 
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body can coiitradiA him, that^s the 
bcft of it ' ' 

For thecriticks— d— ft the critick?? 
what gcntienmn was ever awed by 
(hem f— ft parcel of ! 

Indeed, my goofd friend, this will 
tieyer do F—- let us confult our eafe and 
profit, and fa think no more about it«^ 

To b^ furc traveHing is very expen* 
five — and if we could prevail ftpon the 
public to pay for it—why it would be 
better than paying it out of our own 
pocket — but there's no trufting to the 
caprice of the public. 

Welt, I muft fee this ;book if 'tis t» 
be had. ■ 

O, have I found you at laft ! — M 
fat figCf " ' ■■ " 



A 
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< A full, true, and particular ac-i 
count ■ i ' turn over — Good ! • • • 

Bravo ! . . • • Good again ! • . • . Ex- 
cellent ! • . . • Sublime ! • • • • Fattii* 
liar ! • • . • Genteel ! • • . • Ha ! . . . • 
Sparidih ! . • • . A good bit ! . • • • Ad- 

mlraWe !— ^^^^ikm. The beft word 

in the book, by heav'ns ! 

My curioTity is abui^d^^ly^ fi^sfiod. 
■»■■>' And now I think w? twy venture 
-*£br after this, who need be afraid to; 
print ?-— in an age when therf is iuch ^ 
harveft of paukry writers, po^r read^ 
and puny judges. 

CHAP. VII. 

A Jhort Interruption. 

EARLY the next morning my com-, 
panion and I ■ 

^ Hold, not a ftep farther indeed, 
Mr* Traveller, till you have refolved 

C 4 me 



56 CORIAT JUNIOR. 

me one qiieftion — let us clear up mat- 
ters as we go, I befeech you.' 

* Every author ha» a right to conceal 
bimfe]f under a feigned name, if he 
thinks proper ; and I have no intention 
of cdepr iving you of that privilege— but 
let him do it with meaning/ 

•'* Joseph Andrews antlToMjo>rEs 
arc both familiar Englifli names — Dom 
Quixote, Rodteric Random, Pere- 
CRiNE Pickle, Betsy Thought* 
iiss^-and Tristram Shandy, are 
charadleriftically humourous, and pro'-* 
mife fomething in their very titles ■ ■ 
but what can we make* of Coriat 
Junior ? ' — 

^ If you are Coriat Junior, for 
heav'n's fake ! who was Coriat Senior? 
•r was there ever fuch a man ? * 

Doubtlefs there was fuch a maiv 

« And 
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^ And pray who was he ? and wh^- 
was he ? and where did he live ? ' 

I have not undertaken at this time 
to write his life — but I have attempted 
a fhort (ketch, of his character a little 
farther on. 

* But how does this make me any 
wiffer, as to your* having affumed ano- 
ther man's name ? ■ W hat am 1 ta 
underftand from it ? * 

Why, a whimUcal traveller, if you 
will. 

CHAP. VIII. 

An early Ramble round ORcnde, with a 
few fajiing Rejle^f tons at the Door and 
in the Nave of fbe^ great Church. 

EARLY the next morning my com- 
panion and I ftole forth, without^ 

difturbing the good family we took 

C 4 the 
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the fitll avenue Itmdlng to the ramparts^ 
And in about hatf an boor made a fair 
circuit of the walls. 

But what is there here for me to ad- 
mire, beyond the beautiful arrangement 
of ftones ? — -» I can only learn from 
hence bow cities may be embraced and 
defended from the al&uUs of their cne-^ 
mies. 

* Who are their greatcft enemies^ ? * 
Such as themfelves. 

* What is the true caufe of their fal- 
ing out fo frequently among them- 
fclves?^ 

That we are often at a lofs to know* 

* Does this place appear to havfe 
been ever of confeqoence enough, be- 
fore 
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fcrt which to £K:rifice thf Uv<M pf m 
kuadced thousand men ? ' 

f 

Wc mvft not tajpe upon u$ to jucjgc 
^ that-r-pl^qcjj ;wi5 as pti^cf^ ^uad ihcv 
minifters.efteem thorn* 

* But the befiegersy I think you f^jf 
carried it at laft ? ' 

They won it foot ^y foot— till thcpt 
was no more fpace left.to be defended-— 
this was tough doings— almoft a four 
year's (iege. 

* What did the viflors gain ? 

An he^p of rubbifli! — Here noblt 
sad gallant * VcRfiy that thunderbolt of 
W^> with an inconfiderable number, 
for feveral months oppofed the per- 
fccuting power of Spain — Nieuport 
^nd OJiende fpeak the hero's martial 
flcill and dauntlefs prowef$, and his 

• See, Sir Francis Vm\ commentariei, publifted 
by Diliiu^ham, Cambr. 165.7. f pi. 

C 6 own 
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6wh^ommentaries record his fame.— B 
confiefs I fhould have loved bis memoryi 
mpre, had he fct greater value, confift- 
eitt with the fervice, upon the lives of 
thbf^ virhom' he commandtd — biit too 
often, to raife the hiro^ we muft fink 
the man. 

The form of this city is perfectly re- 
l^ular rand agreeable, confiding of a 
number of ftreets leading from one fpa- 
cious center, which ferves both as- a 
market- pi ace, and a parade for the mi- 
litary, on one fide of which fiands the 
Stadthoufe, and on the oppofite the 
guard- houfc. — It has been formerly 
confidered as a conveni^^t place for 
trade; in confeqiience of which th« 
Emperor Charles VI. eftabliflied an 
Eaft-India company here. — But how- 
ever correfpondent with the natural 
law, free trade may be to as many king'* 
fX<m» and fiates as can embrace it ; we 
may conclude that it is not always/con- 

fonant 
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ibdtnt to tbe polltic-^fo tlut«$this ne^ 
company was like to give umbrage to 
Ibme of their neighbours (who had al'- 
feady fiill enough to ruin them j. it was 
drought beft to deiift,. to ihut- up the 
warehoufes^ and to fet the diredoit 
adrift, rather than to keep i^ a pex^ 
petual objeft of jeaJoufy. 

ComcLwe next to the great church; 

But what have we here without ?-— a 
reprefcntation of purgatory ? — fantaftic 
imagery ! — a woman too at this early 
hour, the lefs to be obfervcd, in a£l of 
the moft fervent devotion ! — mark^hec 
weU,.- 



mmmf^ 



This ean be no fneaking devotee—^ 
her graceful air denotes the contrary—. 
the carelefs- flowing of her veil adds 
dignity to the. figure — her hands ar^ 
not locked together, after the manner 
in which children are taught to beg a 

grands 
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This vifitatton has brought her to ^> 
Aircr dependance— we'll leave her ta 
ttiat mercy which fhe fo earneftly im» 
plores — and enter the church,. 



tMMAi 



Well, my good friend*! what think 
you of popifh altars ?—thefe are th« 
firft you ever faw^ 

V ^ And far unlike any that I coul^ 
have conceived/ 

Is- ft not then t<» be admired that 
there (hould be fuch different paths^ 
and all leading to the fame end ? 

Thofe who cannot read, nor. write 
(and happy it is for millions that they 
can do neither) may here find the ftory 
that they fain would learn, fairly de^- 
pifted— ^— for ;pi6lures fpeak all lan'- 

guages .Amidit a;lL this* fculpturjB 

and painting j if the devout foul can 
but fteer clear of the ftone and of the 

canvds 
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canvas fo much the better— —You 

fmile— which indeed is as much as 
can be done in many cafes that we can 
neither prevent, nor cure. 

But we (hall have leifure enough 
to contemplate thefe novelties during 
the courfe of our journey^-.- a truce 
then with this ferious ftufT!— or if 
the reader is bound to take it in the 
lump, let it only be introduced by 
a little and a little at a time. 

CHAP. IX. 

Which fits off with a fiw Reflexions upors 
polite Oeconomy. 

I Have frequently heard fome foreign- 
ers blamed, nay ridiculed for many 
things that have appeared to me praile- 
worthy, and which might be included 
under the article of polite osconomy 
•—Among others, for their love of drefs^ 

and 
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and affcAacion of appearance beyoiul 
the t)arrow limits of their fortune — but 
above allyfor their (bciail entertainments, 
to which laft head I iball chiefty coa« 
fine thefe reflections. 

The general frugality that is pra^Ufed 
"by fome gentlemea of finaU incomes^ 
cmabling tixm occafiosally to.tresit tJbcir 
•qiiaJ^y and ofteoi their ftiperiorc in poial 
of fortune (aad which they da in great 
abundance^ out of the ac^umjuJUted fay« 
ings in their ordinary way of living) is 
made the coaftant jeft of the rich, and 
of fuch whofe chief merit, perhaps is. 
That they have it in their power to treat 
tvery day. 

But pray tell mt on Which fidQ tHt 
jeft truly lies ? — Are we to Uugh at thf 
modeft parfimony of the one, or the un- 
feding arrogance of the oAer i 



Why 



Why ihMld greatiicfs infult lowli- 
nefs ; and Vrher^fere fhould meek fclf- 
denial be the korrt ef wanton liixury ^ 

If the rich man banc^uets his fr>end» 
on a fervic6 of plate, the ihigal gentle^ 
man's fervice of pewter indicates as ge« 
Aetoits an intemion, and is £br the moft 
part accompanied with a heartier weL* 
cjMae, 

^ Biu the folly of dtAying hlmfelf tt 
J&^ep iq) apfMranoef P 

But the merit of denyiiig himi^f, m 
order, as this world goes, to prefervc re« 
fpca? 

« The beggary of heating his foup, 
and halhing his mutton again and again^ 
that he may afford to give a fupper onco 
a month P^- 



The 
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. The infolencc of reproaching him 
with that beggary, fince he never invit- 
ed you to his hafhed mutton — and the 
meannefs of partaking of his more coft- 
ly board » for no other end but to turn it 
into ridiculel 

*Thc vanity of apcing his betters r— 

Hit betters they are not : — for it may 
be that-fae can boaft a defcent, as illuf- 
trails as the beft of them — or give him 
out underflanding and virtue, and he 
feeks not to avail himfelf of the meer 
afhes of his anceftry- 

* He would — but he cannot/— 

He would be richer (for greater he 
cannot be).->-but failing of that acci- 
dent, he is contented to adl in confor- 
mity with the mode — to prefer ve an ho^ 
sieft independency, and tofhew how fac 

virtuous^ 
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tirtiious oeconomy mfay be ufed as the 
prop of gentility. 

And fo we might battle it on, for the 
diverfion of the auditors, for half an 
hour longer-^ and which ef us would 
be moft in the right ?-— Neither : — 
How! neither of us in the right?— 
that feems ftrange ! — Which would be 
in the wrong then ?— Both. 

Right and wrong depend upon num- 
berlefs circuniftiiices — Cuftom and edu- 
cation, and even locality often deter- 
mine the difference. 

It is right for anyone decently to up- 
hold the character of a gentleman as far 
as he is able, if he is confcious that ma- 
ny of the requifites neceflary to confti- 
tute fuch a charadler, are fentimentally 
imprefled upon his mind, and deeply en- 
graven upon his heart — But if he is an 
utter firanger to thofe fenfibilities, it is 

wrong 
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wroag . in him to w«ar ^ mafr <ef :% 
gentleman. 

It is pf rfedly right and confiAent 
with the ^inciples of a gentlenum tm 
prefer the honour to the profiu of hif 
cmplgyroeiu — — but it would he the 
wrongeft way of thinkii^g in the wctrld, 
for any man who meant to makis the 
moft of his place. 

The company which >ye fortunately 
joined at Ghiflel^ happen^ to be of that 
fentimental cad ;— they were vainer of 
merited rank, than of undeferved af- 
fluence — and as feveral of them were 
diftinguiflied with little enfigns of 
princely boaiouTS pendent at their but-* 
ton-holesy it feemed to be their chief 
pride fo to wear them, as that the 
public might «^re aikd iDOf&iafiproYe 
their fovereaga's choioe*^ 

Nor 
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Ndr was it lefa mine, as often as my 
dear country was the fubjeft uppemtoft 
to iiear itiem with unoommoB candour, 
magnify her ^reaktnefs, and mutuatly 
tQ teftify that hereditary worth and 
bravery Were infeparable from the ge- 
nius of Britain. 

In feafting and agreeable converfe, 
with miific and dancing we paft the 
day — ay, and a great part of the night 
too : — in the excellency of the latter, 
I muft not forget Madamt la Burmejfe 
ie K 9 who though far ad- 
vanced towards her grand climafleric, 
if not a little on the other fide, out- 
danced the youngeft of the company*. 

If I miftake not, fomewhere here, or 
hereabouts, I promifed to give feme tiit- 
tie account of Ghijlel — and for that 
purpofe my companion and 1 dipt 
out of the room after dinner, in 
•rdcr to reccnnoitre.—- The only na* 

tural 
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tural ohjc£t that ftruck us was a iinall 
plantation of tobacco— the firft we had 
ever feen growing in a common field— « 
biiC this is no rarity in Flanders. 

We next purfued our walk towards 
the ruinated church ; where happily 
meeting with the ftory of that blefled 
virgin- martyr faint Godeliva — ^Nay then, 
faid I, 'twill be impoffible for us to ful- 
fill our engagement to the reader 

her life deferves an hiftory — and ihall I 
deny her the tribute of an entire chap- 
ter ? — She fhall have no lefs. 

CHAP. X. 

T!he Traveller falls a digging am^ng the 
Rubbijh of Ghiftel, but is prevented 
from making any great Progrejs. 

* 

WHO fays that Ovid was a num- 
fcull ?— I never faid any fuch 
thing. ■■ ■■ Does it follow becaufe the 

painter 
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painter of the miraculous ftory of Saint 
Godeliva was a moft ingenious artift, 
that therefore the tender-hearted Roman 
was a fool ?«— I have no notion of 
railing one chara£ler, aibeit it ftands 
confeft that he has foared fomewhat 
aboYC human flight, at the expence of 
(inking another, who has certainly me- 
rited great praife both for his own and 
for other inventions. 

« Who was that painter you are 
fpeakingof?' 

I never heard his name — ^but names 
are indifferent things— «he lives in his 
works, and in his monuments ■ 
Homer and Cafar do no more. 

« What were his works ? * 

Have I not told you ? — the miracles 
of that bleflei virgin-martyr Saint Go^ 
diliva. 

Vol. I. D * What 
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* What were they ? \ 

That eld woman^ whofe buiinefs it 
is to attend ftrangers, for a fmali fee, 
will inform you. 

< Can't you tell us as well as the olfl 
womaa ? * 



If you had rather have the tale from 
me, I'll do my beft to fatisfy you — at 
lead to fet your curiofity agog ; wluch 
is as much as I can pretend to^^from 
an accident that happened to fruftrale 
my defign. 

< What accident ? — what defign ?— 
•I don't underftand you/- 



f^mmmmm 



Tm very glad of it; as it affords 
me an opportunity of explaining my- 
fclf. 



But 
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• 

• Bat iirft of ill it is piH^per to act- 
fliuint you, that Ghiftd^ once die boaft 
of ber province, and the pride of her 
encircling hamlets — or, (te^akmore 
intelligibly)— that GhiJIel^ which, if I 
km not mifinfornied, was ranked fome 
centuries ago,* as the fecond or thtfJ 
city in Ftanden^ is now reduced to aa 
inconfidcrable village; nor could I per^ 
ceive any thing that denoted its priftine 
grandeur, fave the remains of a caftle, 
formerly poffeft by its ancient counts, 
and about onehalf of a fine old churchy 
large enough for its prefent inhabitants, 
which, if my memory fails me not, is 
dedicated to Saint Godeliva. 

* Pray who was fbe ? * 

Why (he was the dau^tcr of a count 
of Boulogne^ and the wife^ of a certain 
count Redolphus — or it might bc,that fhe 
'Was the wife of the count of Boulogne^ 
and the daughter of fomebody elfe — thfe 
ftory is a little obfcured by time, the 

D z '^ com- 
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mon obfcurer of many a good ftory.*^ 
However certain it is that fhe was one 
man*s daughter and another man's 
wife. 

< The firft I fhal] readily grant you 
w4»ut cannot fo eafily give into the 
other — becaufe 1 think you fet out 
with calling her a virgin*martyr.* 

And fo fhe was ndtwithftanding--*! 
hope you won't difcredit my relation 
upon that accountr-.*.there is nothing 
uncommon in that — I could produce 
you twenty fuch inftances. — Heaven 
was pleafed to make her the child of a 
hard-hearted father; and as a further 
trial of her unexampled yitience, that 
ihe fliould be the fpoufe of a tyrannical 
and cruel hufband* 

« All-bounteous heaven!— —but it 
might be that the count's cruelty arofe 
from the lady's ^i^ftinacy, in peeviihly 

deny- 
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denying him thaty to which by the ma- 
trimonial rite he had an indubitable 
claim— that alone for which the huf- 
band always gives a large confideration, 
and fometimes pays more for than it is 
wprth r* 

I cannot anfwer for his barbarity— « 
true it is, that if the Saint was prevU 
oufly dedicated to the temple, as we have 
reafon to think (he was, and that her 
earchly marriage was rigoroufly inforced 
upon her, it would have been damnable 
in the count to h«ve aflerted his fancied 
prerogative ; and the mod heinous fa- 
crilege he could have been guilty of, to 
have violated her fweet fbrine upon any 
pretence what foe ver. 

« Well, but the piaures/ 

Patience — and you fhall have them, 
—One of the ailes of the remaining 
part of the church, forms her chapel,. 

D 3 and 
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and is hung round with twelve largtr 
hiftorical pi&ures, reprcfenting as ma« 
ny of her trials and miracles. -«—Novir 
thofe, you nauft know it was my full 
intention to bring away with me,-— 
don't miftake me — not the pictures 

themfelves no, I had not any fuch 

iacrilegiobs defign-— but the ftories there 
depicted— but unfortunately was pM« 
venced.^ 

* What prevented you ? * 

That you (hall ^ar prefently. -— 
However I made the beft ufe of my 
time ; and I truft the courteous reader 
will accep^t of thefe fpecimens as aii 
earneft of my kind intention* 

This incomparable lady from her 
early years appears to have been blefled 
with the tendered heart that ever melted 
in a human breaft towards the wints of 
others j and -as five gfew up, Ihis darU 
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kig principle waxed ftronger— alms* 
deeds were her chief delight; and fo that 
ihe was but continually employed in 
relieving the diftreflfed, what did it (ig- 
nify if thereby (he kept. her father and 
bis houihold in everlafting confufion i 
~* What's become of all the vifluals?* 
Qrics one — * What devil has ran away 
with my lord's dinner ?' raves another-^ 
no matter— —the poor it is to be hoped 
have had a good meal— —and his lord- 
ihip may fend to market for more. 

Fie on mother Goofe !— fhe was an 
errant goofe — and her tales, mere tales 
compared with the aAs of Saint^G^- 
delha ! 

* I wifh you would produce the fpe- 
cimens.' 

You (hall have them — the firft then 
exhibits the fair almoner with her lap 
full of loaves, as we are to fuppofe (for 

D 4 fhc 
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file had juft been clearing the cupboards 
of all the bread) going out of her fa- 
ther's houfe to make her wonted diftri- 
bution among the poor — clofe at her 
heels followed the fteward — it might be 
that he lay in wait for lier — • Have I 
caught you, tnifs, thinks he !— now 
fur render to mc your charge--*- after 
this manner the bread is difpofed of, 
and my lord is perpetually finding fault 
with the baker*8 extravagant bill, 
at the fame time that the fervants pro- 
teft they are half*fami(hed, and can 

fcarce get any thing to eat.* 

Whether this paragon of purity de- 
nied the fa6t, or tryed to extenuate it, 
pr wifhed to have it concealed from her 
enraged fire, is uncertain — mcft proba- 
bly neither — but that inftantaneoufly (he 
betook herfelf to prefto-prayer ! — for, 
upon the fteward's unfolding her apron 
-^ make good bis charge, the little 

brick- 
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brick-loaves were fuddenly converted 
into little fuel-billets ! — There wa^ a 
pretty metamorpboiis for you ! 

* Mighty ingenious, I confefs ; and 
what few people would have thought 
of.* 

The (ubjeSt of the fecond pidure is ' 
as follow s T he count her father 
having prepared a magnificent banquet^ 
upon fome folemn occaAon— perhaps 
that of his daughter's nupti^s — to which 
all the kings and princes, with their 
conforts, within twenty, or thirty miles 
of Gbijiel were invited — the company 
being met,, and ready to eat their fin- 
gers with, impatience— of a fudden the 
cooks and their aiTociates difcover that 
the whole entertainment had been fe- 
cretly fwept away — this ftrange nevt's 
pi^fently reaches the ears of the footmen 
-—who whifper it to the clerk of the 
kitchen — who relates it to the gentle- 

D 4 men^ 
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iTien m waffing^who carry it to tie 
flcward <^ the hou(hoid-*«who privatety 
communicated it to tlie old ccMuit ; ad- 
ding of his Qwn head, * that he fuf- 
pefted this fo'be one of tm^ (Sodeliva^ ^ 
tricks * — and, tauntingly,- '^ that the 
poor would- not want fauce for one 
while— but that really his lordihip's 
cooks would gain very little credit. ' 

Stung with difgrace and di&ppoint- 
ment, the old count ftamped,' fworc^ 
raved, bit his nails, gnaflied his teeth'', 
beat his forehead, fmote his breaft, 
crofled himfelf, and grew a little com- 
pofed ! — Anon, he roared out, * brin^ 
in the dinner ! — how long arc my noble 
friends to wait ? ' — But upon the ftew- 
ard's refrefhing his lordfhip's memory, 
* that the poor had eat it all up ! '— ^he 
began again to execrate, curling 1w9 
ftars, himfelf, his daughter, his houfe> 
and all his princely gucfts !— * Where'* 
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GodeUvfi? — where is the forcerefs?— • 
bring her before me ! 

The trembling fugitive is brpiight to 
anfwer for her ill-timed charity — the 
enraged father's looks are direful !— rhis 
menaces to extort the truth, fearful to 
human ears! — O more than favage 
count ? — the fweet faint, all bathed in 
tears ! proftrate before him ! — >— im« 
plores 

• What ?— — a miracle to be fure-«— 
for nothing lefs could iave her at fuch a 
piochl ' 

-^^Prcfent relief— in the name of 
him (as the old woman informed us] 
who had miraculoufly fed five thdu- 

. In the twinkling of an eye^ the tur- 

bots, turtles, haunches and firloins (or 

I, • . . • * 

other cates which might have been 
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diottght ac good in thofe days) dance 
back inviAbly into their refpefkive plat- 
ters, and are found to the aftoni(h«^ 
inent of the beholders, marOialled in 
the fam6 order in which they were to be 
placed upon the tables ? — ^was not that 
a banquet lofted found, think jou i 

* This may be accounted a double 
miraclc™ror the conveyance was al- 
moft as aftonifbing as the re-convey^ 
ancc.' 

' What ftrange employments princcffles 
were fet upon formerly, and what 
wretched (hlfts they were ofteii> reduced 
to !— Our ladies have no notion of 
fuch doings now-a-days— we commonly 
meet with one at a wafhing tub— *and 
with another, whyen the king of the 
Peacocks,, or fome other great potentate 
comes to demand her highnefs in mar- 
riage — the fame of whofc beauty had 
refoundcd to tb* utmoft verge, not on- 

If 
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Ijr 4>f his dominions, but- of the moft- 
diftant kingdoms upon earth ! —-we are 
fliocked to hear that Cach a paragon of 
beauty is confined toher bed, while her 
flippers are gone ta be heel- pieced I—^or 
that her highnefs is locked up, becaufc 
forfooth^ fhe has no cloaihs to appear 



inl 



Upon recolle^ng thefe ancient and 
well-attefttd relaitions, fhaU we ^hen 
wonder to find in the legend of Saint 
Godellva that that peerlefs princefs was 
ence humbled to a meer fcare-fcrow ;. 
her poft having been to frighten away 
.the birds, from, a field of lipecorn — ^at 
one extremity of the field ftood a>fair 
chapely fuch as pilgrims frequently 
meet with by the way fide — to this in- 
viting houfe of prayer the fweet fcare- 
crow often repaired, unmindful of her 
charge.-^^Thefe were fo many favour- 
able occafions, as you will fuppofe, foe 
the watchful feathered fongflers. to make 

bavock 



^ COM AT JUNIOR. 

havock of die ripe ears :— nafuch thinly 
Ipromife yoa*-they might hover over 
them if they pleafed^ but, in her abfence 
they dared not to touch a fingle grain : 
•-^nd this is the fubje£t of the third 
tablature» 

But who have we here ? — as I live ! 
the penfioncr and all the company-^ 
they have followed us out of meerci- 
rility — I wi&ed their civility at the 
devil ! 

< Sir ' (aid the penfionef, and bJu(bed 
as he fpok&^^ thefe pictures are not 
for you-' — obferving that Lhad a pencil 
in my hand, he was inquifitive to know» 
what ufe I had made of it ?— ^I told him 
very innocently — at whfch I perceived 
the colour in his cheeks grew higher 5 
which by a fudden fyinpathy kindled a 
kindred glow in mine — • I can furniAi 
you with more rational entertainment,* 
hid he— ^ here is an infcription of the 

twelvth 
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twelvth ccBtury * — kadifig mt to ibt 
fpot— a pox take all infcriptionsl tkoiigbt 
I — can you Hnd me fuch another fet of 
pictures? - . .;i 



« 



And muft I leave thee, thou datcel 
Godeliva ! divine cherub i chafte ffar 
of Ghiflel! whofe fame furvivcs thjr 
country's wr^ckl— "-r-I xneant, fwceil 
ihade ) at le^ to have iieari^cd the fttirjr 
of thy life, and then to have compoftd 
thy litany* 

But I am fated to facrifice three pirtt^ 
pf my enjoyo^ent to tyraiu)u» mode, and 
arbitrary polit^nei^ — 'tis what I \a^ 
done all my life. 

> To tell you the truth the penfioner 
and I looked very queer at each other asf 
hong as we remained in the church — if 
our eyes chanced to meetj it was to our 
mutual confufion, and when we fpoke, 

the 
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the faaie bafhful hefitation feultered up«» 
on eithep tongue. 

Indeed I thanked him for his inlcrip^ 
tion, but was fo little interefted in the 
^bjed, ttutt I don't remember a fy liable 
of it. It was forced upon me, and 
therefore I was^ not difpefed to receive 
k> ■ ' It might have come in its turn 
well enough) — ^but not to the prejudice 
of divine Godeiiva. 

He marked my indifference, and wa» 
▼exed — and 1 was as much perplexed 
that he faw it— -—I am perfuaded that 
each confidered the other as being in ai¥ 
aukward fituation*. 

Unfortunately the fubjeft was of that 
delicate, nature that it would not admit 
of an explanation— —the kfsthat waa 
igiii upon it the better* 

Ha 
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He might Aifped that I confidered the 
pictures in a ridiculous light — perhaps 
he confidered them in the fame lights 
but in a leis degree of ridicule* 

Let no man henceforward, who 
would be thought polite, offend agaioll 
another's private fentiments in matters 
of faith, or the ejftabliihed religion of a 
country where he chances to fojouro. 

The gentleman who (hared with me 
in this dilemma (I ftill mean the pen- 
fioner, but would avoid repeating his 
title fo often) is bleft with a counte- 
nance which ftrongly indicates an in- 
formed mind — now and then you meet 
with fuch faces — his was remarkably 
intelligent upon this occafion— fo that 
without afking his judgment upon the 
pidures, I could read it in very legible 
characters, purporting, ^ that men of 
underftanding are juilified in abetting 
the religion of their country i but the^p 

may 
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may not be compelled to adopt every 
foolery belonging to it. ' 

CHAP. XI. 

« 

Jtfttv affe^ing Twiubes^ which j it is to 
be b^idj mrifi naturalfy $ut oftht Sub" 

BY Saint Godiliva! who fhall 
henceforth be the divinity that I 
wBt deprecate, as often as I undertake 
the caulc of rnjored innocence, and 
defenceleis beauty. 

By Saint Gedeliva ! faid I,, 'tis mon- 
ftrous, cruel, unnatural! — nor will I 
admit of any argument in defence of fo. 
unfeeling, fo inhuman a practice ! 

This was fpoken to that modeft and 

well-deferving gentleman, dodlor M^ Vn 

as we were coming out of the convent 

•f the devout fitters of Our Lady of the 

Cmciftian. 

Among 
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t Among other debts, of obligatioA 
which I owe to the good doAor, I fhall 
Dot readily forget his kindnefs in intro- 
ducing me to the company of fome of 
the nuns of that holy ilfterhood ; and in 
particular to my fair countrywoman, Af- 
ter Grace Fox^ who tho' born and bred a 
protefiant of the church of England^ had 
been Toothed, or tempted, or fome hoM^ 
or other conftrained to take the habit of 
^at order. 

Indeed *tis a moft bewitc^nghabil^^ 
enough to make any ^1 enamoured 
with a cloyfter, wbawas but fenfible of 
her own charms (as moft are, who have 
any \ and many fancy, who have none)* 
aiid conceited how well fke would be- 
ipome it.- ■ ' ' Tis of fine white woollen 
cloth, fpotlefe as the hmbkin's fteece^ 
from whence it is derived, and fymboti- 
cal of its native purity<— the thin,^tranf- 
parent, black veil adown the face,, 
contrafts thei red and white — which^ 
■^ : from 
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from its gentle waving, ftiM opens titw 
beauties, ftill conceals Mrhat may be bet^ 
ter imagined — the moft loofely-attined 
coquet cannot difplay the thou(andth 
part of tbem. 

But turn thine eyes from it, thou fair 
ebferver !— >too eafily enticed by falfe 
appearance — fufceptible alike of good 
and evil — for, take my word, tbere*s ma* 
gU intbewib of it! — The moment thou 
putteft it on, thy beauties ftorehoufe, 
the pride of Heaven, tbyfelfj.aAd all 
fnankind, wilt become^ a piteous char* 
licl ! — thy fair opening blofibms will 
wither, thy rofes fade, thy lillies (brink 
from their whitencis !— thy filken locks 
for ever be concealed — thy cryftal orbs 
ceafe to emit their wonted fires ! — thy 
fragrant breath which kte out-vied the 
morning's frefhnefs, be thenceforth 
fpent in broken and caufelefs (ighs !—- r 
thine eyes will be direAed to turn in« 
wards, there to behold the fpoUeis cham-? 

bet 
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hex of tky foul ! — wretched conceit !— 
alas ! that thou mighteft well do, hadft 
ihoa no eyes at all ! — who then fhall 
mark thy witching airs, thy eafy fteps, 
thy graceful motions ? — None but Di« 
vinities fliall hear thy foft, melting 
fpeech— none but angels catch the en- 
rapturing mufic of thy voice ! 

What a pity it is to fee fo many 
delicate young creatures ihut up from 
fociety ! — the very ends of their being 
blafted !-r<reated to charm, to trhear, 
to be admired — to love and to be loved 
— to taftc the riches of ihcreafe— to 
rejoice in their maker's bounty, not li- 
mited to them alone, but extended to 
their numerous offspring ! 

What a perverfion of fcripture is 
here ?— Virgins and lamps !—• -vefieis 
of honour and leafy trees !— »which are 
the £boli(h virgins? — riiofe who at- 
tended the bridegroom's coming, or 

thofe 
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fhofe who went not till it was to6 late!^ 
•--which are the moft honcunble, the 
full or the empty veflfck! — • which 
the goodlieft tree^ the leafy or the 
A-uitf ui ? 

Here buried alive, they grow and 
wither in obfcurity — they may not bq 
touched, fcarce looked upon, their 

fragrancy never once to be taftcdl 

their fwest breath fcrving only to bedew 
and perfume the hallowed walls, rca^ 
dered fuch by inmiuring them. 

And fo the converiion of my pretty 
countrywoman, it feems, w^, in a 
great meafure, owing to the prefent 
pious bifhop of Bruges. 

His lordfliip had learnt rfiat her incli- 
nation was wavering, her faith luifieady, 
her means of fupport ilender— <here a 
fine opportunity prefented itfelf of tak* 
ing her £hi1 into k^piflg). of fixing hep 

faith 
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faith, and at the fame time 6f fecuring 
her boc[y^s maintenance'^^Jie paid down 
the price of her admiffion among the 
Conceptionijls, 

To eftablifli the waveriiig mind— -to 
rfccfeive the ftranger — to patronize the 
wretched, are certainly a£ls of great 
humanity, and becoming a bifhop as 
much as any man whatfoever.^— His 
lordfhip, no doubt was happy in think- 
ing that he had gamed a foul — but I 
dare fay he n^ver once reflefted how 
many good ful^je£ts the king my mafter 
may have loft through his zeal, and 
Heaven perhaps as many faints. 

Your pardon my dear doftor, ' 'tis 
your want of coniideration, not mine 
-^no man upon earth loves, honours, 
refpe6ls tbem more than.myfelf — you 
confider them too partially — my affec- 
tion for them is as unbounded as k>ve 
itfdf-«^oa only want to «dd to 'the 

number 
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number of the cle£t — ^I would 
iocreafe the inhabitants of Heaven. 

I know you are a papift, doAor, and 
from a fondnefs for your female rela- 
tions may wiih to have two thirds of 
your iifters, aunts and cozens become 
nuns and faints^but I, upon found 
proteftant principles, cannot for the 
foul, or for the body of me, or both 
united, confider a woman, but as a 
woman* 

CHAP. XII. 

Of the Pafage by Waur from Oftende t$ 

Bruges^ 

FOUR days and a great part of a 
fifth fpent in fuch a narrow con- 
fine as OJiende^ were enough to make 
any ftranger tired of her bleak profpe6ts^, 
which hardly admit of a tree — but 
it is not fuch an eafy matter to grow 

tired 
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tired of company that wc zfk&. — on 
the contrary, the longer wc ftay, the 
lefs inclined we are to depart ; nor is 
there any thing more common than for 
friendfhips to ripen from accidental 
meetings. 

If any difficulty (hould arife upoii 
that head, the beft way to folve it, is to 
purfue the method that was fuccefsfully 
pradifed by my fellow-traveller and 
me ; which was to prevail upon fome 
of them to accompany us a part of the 
journey — accordingly the fcnlible pen- 
fioner went on with us to Bruges, the 
polite chevalier D^ H to Ghent^ 

the lady in whofe houfe we had ex- 
perienced fo much courtefy, to Bruffilsy 
and my daughter of courfe, to the end 
of my obfervations* 

We took boat at OJiendi, and pro- 
ceeded to Sas^ where we went on board 
the Bruges barge at three in the af^er- 

Vol. I. E noon^ 
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noen, the precife hour of fetting out^ 
after taking leave of the courteous Dr. 

M^ y and others who attended 

us thither* 

The Sas^ or fluice which opens to 
the grand canal, fupplying it with fea- 
water upon the flowing of the tide, is 
juftly admired as one of the fined, if 
not firft work of its kiod in Europt^^ 
the beautiful faw-mills, in number 
fixteen (fourteen of which are for 
planks, and two for laths) are efteemed 
perfe£l models in their way — the ele- 
gant manner of fetting them down in 
rows, fo as to form as it were a little 
village of mills, has a pleafing efFe^ 
and a certain proof how much we 
are caught with regularity in fome 
works of art. — The architeft of thein 
is ftill living — I had the pleafure of 
meeting with him fome days after at 
Michlin^zni he did not appear to me to 
be a meer mill-wiight — ^indeed there is 

fo 
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(0 much tafte in thofe works over and 
mbove the mechanical knowledge requi- 
fite, at befpeak him fometfaing more. 

I ihall not take upon iie to determine 
liow far we are benefitting ourfelves by 
all the rage of improvement with which 
we feem to be poffeft — ^nor, whether 
the introduction of (aw-mills would be 
an advantage ? — all I fliall obferve is, 
that our neighbours find their account 
in them 9 and that they avail themfelves 
of their mechanics (in every kind of 
mill-work efpecialiy) far more than we 
do— I could eafily point out a fmall di- 
ftri£t in Holland^ inferior to the ordina- 
ry extent of a parifii, which contains 
more mills, than a whole province with 
us. 

This is vulgarly fuppofcd to be en- 
tirely owing to the accident of their 
watery fituation — but it is a great mif- 
uke> for they are all wind-mills* 

K 2, Not 
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Not to difappoint our northern nt« 
vigation, nor to ftarve a number of our 
own induftrious poor (God forbid !}are 
weighty confiderations — I would not 
be inftrumental either to the one, or 
the other. — On the contrary, was it 
within the compafs of my flender abi-* 
lity, to throw out fuch hints as might 
be the means of my country's fpreading 
more canvas upon the bofom of the 
ocean ; and ftarting frefh matter of em- 
ployment for my poor fellow fubjeds at 
home; lihouldbe too happy — I Ihould 
be rich myfelf, even to a degree of vo- 
luptuoufnefs. 

In the mean time if, after due con« 
.fideration, faw-mills are thought neceC- 
fary, I have only pointed out where the 
mod perfe^ models are to be found. 

There are coaches, or diligences 
which go, I believe, regularly between 

Oftendxj Slyt ^nA Bruges^ but the moft 

pre- 
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preferable conveyance, whenever the 
canals are open, isy in my opinion^ by 
water. 

The paflage from Oftendi to Bruges 
in a large commodious barge, drawn by 
a pair of horfes along the great cut, or 
{rand canal, called the jBnr^^j- canal, is 
really delightful, and affords a new and 
agreeable fcene to perfons unacquainted 
with inland navigation. 

I cannot precifely determine the 
mimber of tons burden of thofe veifels ; 
neither is it materia), as they are not 
conftru£ied fo much for goods and mer- 
chandize, as for the accommodation of 
j^afiengers ; which end is happily effec- 
ted by the genteel and orderly manner 
of condudling them. 

Thofe who never travelled in any 
way refembling this, nearer than a 
Weil - Country - barge, a Gravcfend- 

E 3 y<'r:rr^ boat 
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boat, or a Margate-hoy, will be able to 
form but very inadequate ideas — in ei- 
ther of which 'tis great odds if the fober 
traveller meets with any thing but dirt, 
and diforder, and rafcally company; * 
Spontaneous in that vile ribaldry called 
watgr^fvii; but who have no fenfe of any 
pleafancry, but that which confifts ia 
prophanenefs and abufe. 

Perfons of a fober eaft, and endued 
with common reflexion, whofe bufinefs, 
or convenience may occafionally make 
them prefer cheapnefs to every other 
confideration, muft needs be unhappy 
in fuch miferable fociety — and even 
thofe who glory moft in their native 
freedom, cannot but lament the abufa 
of it, which appears in the general de- 
pravity and jicentioufnefs of the com* 
mon people. 

On the contrary there you meet with 
nothing but harmony-— the utmoft civi- 
lity 
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Hty to ftrangers, and propriety to each 
other--— you might as foon cxped t0 
partake of the diverfion of ducking a 
pick-pocket, as to hear an indecent 
word, far lefs an oath, from the mouth 
of the meaneft paflcnger j or to fee a 
battle-royal fought upon the deck, as 
to perceive the leaft immodeft aAion, 
or gefttculation in any of the company. 



\, 



The barge is divided into three party 
—-in either extremity is a handfome €a«> 
bin (high enough in the roof for a taU 
man to ftand upright) genteely fitted up 
with looking^ glafies, curtains and other 
neceflary furniture-^the cabin in the 
ftern is always refervcd for th^ dates of 
the province, and is therefore called the 
Aates-cabin ; and that in the headt ia 
for the better fort of paiTengers, or thofe 
who pay the firft price— the middle, is 
for inferiors, who pay half-price, as 
well as for the religious of the Mendi- 
cant orders, who abound in that coun- 

E 4 try. 



104 CORI AT JUNIOR, 
try, and fome or other of them arc con- 
ftant!y to be met with in the barges-— 
they are well received by the (kippers, 
and pafs gratis from one place to an- 
other. 

There is not the leaft confinement 
on board ; but the paflengers ftay be- 
low, or walk the deck ; form themfelvei 
into little parties of converfation, or 
cards ; or remain folitary, or read, ai 
the weather and their diflFerent difpofi- / 
tions fuit* 

There is a good road, or caufeway* 
on either fide the canal, on the right of 
which in going, a poftilion with a pair 
of horfes and a fplinter-bar at the end 
of the traces, to which a fmall cord lead- 
ing from the maft is faftened, move on at 
an equal trot — when the wind ferves, 
they hoift a fail, which happened to be 
the cafe that afternoon. 

Nothinj 
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Nothing can be more agreeable than 
tixc equal motion, and almoft impercep- 
tible gliding along — ^the time pafles in- 
fenfibly in courteous company and polite 
converfation ; in writing letters, or in 
recolle&ingand preparing the particular 
bufinefs you may have in band. 

To ft rangers, in fine weather, it is 
perfe<5l folace to (it under an awning in 
the fteerage, to traverfe the deck, to be- 
hold the beautiful bed of water, cut in 
a ftrait line for feveral miles in length, 
and farther than the eye can reach 3 ei- 
ther fide in fome parts planted with 
trees ; and as the country thereabouts 
IS very open, and wellftocked with vil- 
lages, which throughout the province 
are within a league of each other, the 
traveller may in one circumference 
count (as 1 have done) above twenty 
parifh-churchcs, befides a great number 
of convents, caftles, gentlemen's feats 

and ruins. ^ 

E 5 The 
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The veflel will eafily accomodate 
three, or four fcore paflengers — there 
people of all ranks and profeffions mix 
promifcuoufly— *clergy and laity; per« 

fons of the moft refpeflable charader in 
the country, and often high in office ; 
ladies and gentlemen; chanoines of ca* 
thedrals, curates of parifhes, and con- 
ventual priefts and friars ; merchants 
and artificers ; countrymen and their 
wives— for quietnefs, you might even 
fancy yourfclf at church — and though 
the garb of the ordinary people is coarfe 
and plain, yet *tis commonly neat, and 
never ofienfivc. 

In a time of general national im- 
provement in our own country, when 
arts, manufadures and commerce are 
rifmg (I rather (hould fay, are rofe) to 
fuch a height, as fcarcely any nation 
has ever equalled, and none ex- 
celled ; among other works of rare ge- 
nius and induftry, no wonder that cer- 
tain 
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ttin great fpirits have lately arifen 
among us, who with confummate judg- 
ment have planned, and at an immenfe 
labour and expence have carried their 
noble defign into execution. 

But what is too vaft for the mind of 
man ? — ^he who can meafure time and 
fpace, and number infinites, and map 
the univerfe ! ■■■ ■ create a force that 
might fufpend the globe! — exploi-e the 
bowels of the earth, and find out its- 
contents and ufes ! — bid navies rife, and 
have free and fafe pafiagc through the 
boundlefs ocean !--can feemingly in- 
vert the eflablifhed laws of nature— he 
who can tame the fierceft favage, can 
certainly change thecourfe of a current 
— ^he who can make a lion crouch, may 
be prefumed to be capable of guiding 
the goodly merchant fhip through paths 
where corn and herbage lately grew. 



E 6 Well 
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Well might our arch- poet •ftand in 
admiration of his own image, and cry 
out in extafy 1 

What a piece of work is a man ! how 
noble in reafon / how infinite in faculties ! 
in form and moving how exprefs and ad" 
mirable ! in a^ion^ bow Hie an angel ! 
in apprehenfioHf how like a God! the 
beauty of the world! the paragon ofaui" 
mail! 

Bleffings be the prcfent reward of 
their labour, as future honour can ne« 
ver fail to crown their memory to latefi:, 
lateft time ! 

I have no doubt but that the undeita^ 
kers and encouragers are already ap- 
prized of every end of their grand der 
figri, and of every means to efFed it — 
they have already given, as I am in,* 
formed, fufficient teftimony pf their 
profound (kill in the fcience of le- 
• Shakiip£a^£. ' veiling,. 
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yelling, draining,^ imbanking, &:c. — - 
but their caadour, I'm perfuaded, will 
pardon my preftimption (for candour it 
generally, and ihould be always found 
lyith the ingenious) uBeq^ial as I am to 
the tafk,. or in the remoteft way to aid 
their endeavoursy for dropping a hint 
which may be ufeful, at leaft, to future 
undertakers— that in cafe of any difficul- 
ty, the curious fearcher may be almoft 
fure of overcoming it, by a due obferva- 
tion of different parts of the Netherlandsx 

The cutting and imbanking tho 
Bruges-czmlj as well as many more 
through which I afterwards paft; their 
draw bridges raifed with as much eafej 
as. buckets of water; turn-bridges,, as 
th« bars of turnpikes; ftupendous flood- 
gates thrown open,^ with little more 
difficulty than a pair of folding doors,^ 
letting fhips of two or three hundred 
tons burden pafs through^ and gently 
doling again*— fuch glorious proofs of. 

bumant 
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human wit and induftry, thought J^naa^ 
be no ways ftriking (like St» Paul's ca-* 
thedral and Weftminfter abbey) to thofe 
T^ho fee them every day— but to mc> 
who i confefs had but very imperfe<ft 
ideas of fuch perkSt works, they appear 
great, immenfe, aftoniihing ! 

If any thing can favour the defcrip- 
tion more, which I have given of the 
pleafure and fatisfa£lion aiifing from 
this water-conveyance, give me leave 
to add, that it is the entire fecurity you 
enjoy as to your perfon and goods.— 
People who are naturally fearful of the 
water, may reft as well fatisfied as if 
in their own chambers ; the apparent 
poffibility of any danger being cut off 
i— Thofc who are negligent of their 
concerns, need not be under any pain 
on account of their carelefsnefs, pro- 
vided they are fure that they dropt^ or 
left any thing in the barge. 



la 
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In a Gravifind boat, or a London 
hackney-coach, if a pafienger fhould 
leave any thing behind him, 'tis a hun- 
dred to one if he recovered it from the 
moment he turned his back — but there 
It is far btherwife^ for if one of the 
company fhould chance to forget a par- 
cel, or drop his purfe, or his watch> 
or a diamond ring from oS his finger^ 
he would be fure to £nd it a month af- 
terwards. 

The Flemings^ even the meaneft of 
them, arc honeft — but the matter of a 
barge, or a coach is unexceptionably fa 
—a ftranger may always leave it to one 
of thofe people to pay himfclf,and there 
is no danger of his talyng a farthing 
more than his due. 

The paffage from OJtende to Bruges 
is called four hours, or leagues; for 
throughout the Netherlands diftance is 

com** 
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coflaputed by time — but having a fair 

windy we perfonned it in about ivrm 
hours and a half.». 

CHAP. xiir. 

Sifnewbat about Tom Coriat; iad 
4fftki Advantage $ftaliing Latin, 

I Am but a poor fcHolkr, God helj;y 
me! my old namefake, honeft 

Tom Coriat, was a very great one — 
honeft Tom ! who was certainly a 
wifer man than the world' thought 
him ; and a better, than many of thoft 
that laughed at him — who not con- 
tented with being laughed at, at home, 
chofe to take great ftrides * upon the 
continents of Europe and Asia, and' 
doubtlefs fet folks a tittering wherever 
he went. 

• He traTCrfeJ a^reat ptrt of EuRorraiMt 
All A on foot. 

Tom 



\ 
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Teat poflidi Qoe pa«t. q£ Fci^if^^ 
«hara(Set io a very eo^Q^nt d^grcf-^^ 
Slid if Kq was not ov«r«iWk^y him&li^ 
he was the true cauib Aat wk was 19 1 

Tom was the j/>-«wi^r of the court-— 
the Vice. of every comedy, and t\i^ punch 
of every puppet-fliewbf his time; whe- 
ther aded'by lords and ladies i^tSain( 
Tames V, by aldermen and their wives in 
their GuildhaU^ by poets ar^d their punks 
in taverns, or by grave heads of houfes* 
^nd their fellows in the untverfities. 

- I - • ■ - ' ■ * . : • 

i PoorTqMi as many of us. know,: 
Ihred about ^ hundred and'fifty year^ 
fince-— when, or wberc» or in what 
manner he died, nobody can tell witte 

any certainty. . . : : ^ .: 

* See the Terfe&j^Xooitt of witiich %Jffi ipjqojpptra ^ 
bly humburouj, prefixed to his Cruiitigs, 4^0. IJond, 
x6iJf-rar a re-pvMicmtioQ of the ftmo vrlth ackU? 
tions, under the title of 'Jke Odccmbian Banquet : 
dijkedfimh lyThemja the Cor Ut, 4to. 161 1 — Alft 
tj[e worlyLof 5fbA» f<^y*r, lheWa;£f-T^a^ foi. Lpnd, 

Tom. 
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Tom was a great Grecian^ aud^IIttle 
lefs- a Latintft : — aivd indeed the know- 
Jedge of fome one or two more, belides 
ifie. mother tongue is ahfolutely necef<-^ 
fary in travelling : — more efpccially if 
your mother happened to be an EngUJh* 
woman J or a Dutch-ivoman^ a Dane, a 
Norv^egtaity OT z Laplander y z Swede ^ a 
Rufs^ or a Pa/^^ with fomie others that 
I could name, if I was at leifure:— 
though I ought to beg pardon for the 
two laft-mti^ntiopjec}, they being both 
dialecflsi of th^.ScIavomcy which is fpolj^en 
by more nations and countries than I 
Ihail enumerate at this time ^ or indeed 
than any other European language :-— 
but for the reft, they are abfolutely foe-* 
tu-ed dowiv to their own particular dU 
ftriits and provinces. 

If your mother happened to be a Ger^ 
mattj you might then traverfe a vaft 
t-ra^t of country, and pafs for an intelli^ 
gible creature ; — but if a Swiff ^ (o much 

the 
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the better ; nor need I wi£b you a better 
fortune — for then one might be fure 
that you had rifen a learned man from 
your cradle. 

If ihe chanced to have been a Frencb* 
S(;0/»^7», I congratulate you from my foul I 
—provided that you are not too con- 
ceited with it i and Vainly expe6l that 
all mankind as well as yourfelf ought to 
fpeak French, becaufe, forfooth, your 
mother wa» a Frnui*wcman. 

Now this is really fo far from being 
the true ftate of the cafe, that tho' you 
meet with feveral who can fpeak that 
almoft univerfal language, it is alfo cer« 
tain that you may encounter with ma« 
ny who are as totally ignorant of the 
French as I am of the Arabic^ 

For example — I met with a pious 
foul of a RecelleSf in the barge paffing 
between Oftmdi and Bruges^ who was 

firfk 



^ 



U- 



116 GORIATJUWOK. 

firft reading his breviary, next biddinjp 
hid beads — then another page or two of 
the breviary ; and then another round or 
two of the beads. — When he had per- 
formed his devout exercifes, he had lei- 
fure to Upk at me— -and Ilookedatbina 
again.. 

He accofted me in Latlnt and I an<*^ 
fwcred him in Frincb-^I prefently fQund 
that the father did not underftand a 
word of Frmch; and I dare fay the 
good man was as well fatisfied, that if 
I had a few Latin words, I hardly knew 
how to put them together; — ^yet ftill we 
converfed, and made it out as well at 
we could : — the converfation was really 
edifying — ^but it would have been much 
more fo, had we underftood each other 
better. 

This was not the only inftance by a 
great many that I met with, of the ad^ 
Yaatagci of the Loiin even above the 

French 
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Frencb^-^fyccizMy in vifiting the mo* 
nafteries, which is to me by much the 
moft entertaining part of a journey, in 
the Aujtrian Netherlands — The paftxeli- 
giousftate of our own country Naturally 
recursto us, and its monaftic antiquities 
are familiarifed, with all the fpirit of 
real life and a£lion. 

In all the modern tongues that we ac« 
quire, to be able to fpeak is a great ob~ 
je<^, as well as to read and underftand. 
— I marvel then that it fhould be fo 
much negleAed in learning the dead 
languages, efpecially the Latin^ as it is 
in our fchools and feminaries. 

For my part, I am fo thoroughly fa- 
tisfied of its utility, and fo muft every 
gentleman who would chufe to improve 
himfclf by travel; that I am determined 
the firft opportunity I have, to renew 
my acquaintance with my old friend 
£rafmus — And if any fuccefs fliould 

follow 
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follow this well-intended work» out of 
the firft end of it will I enrich my li- 
brary with a complete fet of Clarkis 
dailies with literal tranfiations; and 
another fet of Dr. Stirling* s with verbal 
indexes. 

One ought never to be too old to 
learn. 

■ 

After having made a tolerable pro- 

grefs in reading, Til fet about fpeaking 
— and if I can get nobody to talk with 
me — why Til talk to myfelf. 

One fhould not be always reading ; 
'tis idle — and without communication, 
unprofitable. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XIV. : 

Of our Arrival at Bruges. 

MY intention is not to make a great 
book, but to write a little one. 
— I could eafily collcft a huge volume 
of excellent materials (with far lefs 
trouble than I take in fp inning out my 
own cobwebs) iince many of the ablefl 
pens have been employed upon the hif- 
tory of the Netherlands \ and endeavour 
to palm them upon the public for my 
own — but wherefore fliould I plunder 
the dead, to puntfh the living ? 

Or with more candour than wit, 
more labour than fancy, and lefs 
judgment than reading, I might en- 
tertain my cuftomers for a month to- 
gether, with long-winded quotations 
from Guicciardini^ Bentivoglioy Strada^ 

Gntius^ 
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Grottusj Sanderus and many more— • 
fleal fentences from fome, and plans 
and profpeAs from others — but fince 
thofe men have merited fo well of the 
republic of letters, why (hould I at* 
tempt to enervate them, and hafli their 
venerable remains according to my 
conceit ?-—> let each ftand Angle and 
independent^ upon his own bottoms- 
may he ftill be read, dill inform, and 
ftill have our tribute of praife — and 
fo may every author who deferves it« 

The ingenious compiler of the grand 
tvur^ in common with feveral of hit 
brethren, informs us that Bruges comes 
from Bridget (and of courfe Bridges 
from Bruges) of which they fay there 
are above two hundred in this city- 
It may be fo, for, upon my honour, I 
never counted them, no more than I 
did the ftreets, which, it feems, amount 
to two hundred and fixty. 

* 

They 
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They tell you moreover that there 
are about feventy parochial and con- 
ventual churches — I can cafily believe 
it from the aftoivifliing number of eccle- 
fiaftics, fecular and regular, which are 
fccn in the flreets, and who abound full 
as much here as in any city in the Ne- 
therlands. — I tell you very fairly that 
my time was fo fhort that I faw b«t lit- 
tle of that once flourifhing city, arriving 
there only in the evening, and leaving 
it by nine o'clock the next morning ; 
fo that it was with the utmofl: difficulty 
in fo large a place, that I made fhift to 
run up one ftreet and down another — 
to pop my head firft into one church, 

then into another If any of the 

courteous inhabitants did me the ho« 
nour of a falute en pajfantj as h 
very cuftomary ; to prefent them with 
my beft bows in return^ — to ftep into 
one (hop, and afk for fnuff^ and into 
another, to buy a memorandum- book, 
with the better grace to inform myfclf 

Vol, I. F of 
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of the name of fuch a place, or fuch an 
edifice^^to tkank them for their infor- 
matioiii and to forget both by the time 
I had turned the corner of the next 
ftreet ; with many more impertinencies 
of the fame kind, in the true fpirit of 

modern travelling. Yet what little 

I faw, I liked ; and what I liked, I 
needs muft commend. 

But before I enter upon any further 
particulars refpe6ling the city, let me, 
like a faithful guide, diiembark my 
readers, and convey them in the moft 
agreeable manner from the barge with- 
out the Oftende port, to Myn Heer Van- 
derbergh's at the Gorn-Bloom (Fleur de 
Blid) the houfe of our deftination. 

At our near approach to the landing- 
place, I was ftruck with the appearance 
of about half a dozen fine equipages, 
that were waiting, a& I concluded, for 

fome of the paiTengers, gentlemen and 

ladies 
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ladies to whom they belonged, and 
whofe quality I began to take into fur- 
ther confideration. 

As I am confident that at leaft one 
half of my readers would have been of 
the fame opinion, fo I {hall not be 
afhamed to acknowledge that I was 
under a very great miftake s and that 
thofe fame equipages, fine as they were, 
with all their carving and gilding, their 
plate glafles before and behind and on 
either fide, their velvet linings, fringes 
and taflels, turned out to be only a ftand 
of hackney coaches, one of which was 
immediately fecured for our company. 

Before you can be admitted within 
the gates of any city in the Auftrian 
Netherlands, it is neceflary to anfwer a 
few lawful queftions ^ fuch as, Who 
you are ? whence you came ? your bufi- 
nefs ? and, in particular, if you have 
any uncuftomed goods ?-— Nor are thofe 

F 2 quef- 



126 CORIAT JUNIOR. 

canals overgrown with grafs, lead- 
ing to rpacious warehoufes which were 
once the chief repofitories in Europe ! 
and from other circumftances which 
fufficiently fliew the nothingncfs of hu- 
man grandeur, and the viciffitudc of hu- 
man things. 

Yet fuch is the will of Heaven, that 
every fublunary ftatc fliould fuffcr 
change ; and that as wife and virtuous 
men for the moft part have been the 
founders and improvers of cities ; fo 
weak and wicked princes, or their mi- 
nifters have been deemed fit inflruments 
for their ruin and overthrow. 

But if commerce is fdWen among them, 
religion ftill lifts her head j and if the 
number who wait upon the altar can 
be admitted in tcftimony of the piety of 
its inhabitants ; this furely may be ac- 
counted an holy city — priefts and pro- 
phets in abundance— —but not one 

Jeremiah 
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Jeremiah to_ be found to lament over 
her ! — the truth is, that they of .all 
people have the leaft caufe for lamenta- 
tation. 

But 'tis time to take a little notice of 
the fituation of our inn, left we fhould 
ftrole too far and forget the way back* 
— Upon my word, a very good houfe ! 
— methinks I could wifh it ftood a 
little more airy— 1 have no'Other objec- 
tion — O, here comes our landlord—— 

* Your fervant, gentlemen ! — wel- 
come to Bruges! — Your company's up 
ftairs! — Shew the room, P^/^r/-*Thc 
ladies are juft going to drink tea!— • 
Supper will be ready at eight precifely ! 
— a great many ftrangers in town ! — 
anfwer the bell there! — your fervant, 
gentlemen ! * i 



F 4 All 
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All in a breath — thank you, Mu 
Vandenbergh ! — a mighty civil hoft, 
and as fluent as a London vintner. 

Why then, my worthy companion, 
1 propofe that we join with our 
party in a general welcome to this 
capital, that wc take a refrefhing difli 
of tea ftanding,. that we ramble as long 
as it may be convenient, and afcer« 
wards betake ourfelves to the book-fel- 
ler's Ihop over the way^ and there wait 
the call to fupper. 

The (hops of bookfellers fliould al- 
ways be vifited by the curious traveller^ 
fince they may be confidered as the ab- 
ftravSts of the genius and learning of the 
country, — A well-read, and at the fame 
time a well-bred man, might in half an 
hour learn to drefs his converfation by 
them ; chufing fuch fubjefts as were 
moft for his own information, and beft 
fuited to the humour of the people, and 

avoiding 
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tvoiding fuch as he apprehended might 
give offence. — I am fo clear in this con- 
ceit^ tho' fome may be difpofed to laugh 
at it (and they have free leave fo to do) 
that I don't know whether in fome fitu* 
ations I would not pay the bookfelier a 
vifit, even before I had fcnt for the 
drefler. 

To ftrengthen this opinion, and to 
guard againft the fleers of fome of my 
merrily-difpofed readers, give me leave 
to obfcrve, that if I had been hoodwink- 
ed, and privately conveyed from London^ 
not knowing whither I was going, and 
had been fet down in Myn Heer Van 
Praefs Ihop at Bruges^ as foon as mine 
eyes had been uncovered and that I 
could look about me, I (hould not have 
hefitated a moment to pronounce that 
the religion of the country was popifli, 
and the bulk of the inhabitants, bigots. 
—Upon a flight furvey I fhould have 
difcovercd that the country was Flan- 

F 5 dcrsj 
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might ftufF away for two hours toge- 
ther at fo moderate a charge as fifteen, 
©r twenty-pence a head. 

Indeed ours was,toiife oine of Tom's 
favourite adjeSives, a moft delegable 
rtpaft ! confifting of at leaft fifty covers, 
including the defert — thanks to the 
confiderate Mr. Vandenbergh who ftu- 
dies as much as any man to hit all pa- 
lates, without laying too heavy a tax 
upon their pockets. 

Upon hearing Mr. D *s name 

mentioned, I began to look about — and 

who fliould it be but Mr. D him- 

felf ? — Sir, I am very glad to fee you — 
your lady, I p re fume ! — Madam your 
moft obedient 

This gentleman's ftory is fomewhat 
remarkable — but 1 have no ttmc to tell 
ftories — let it fuffice, that he had merit 
enough to dcferve diftindion long be- 
fore 
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fore he found' any; but, unhappily, it 
was of that bafhful kind which is ever 
the fecret enemy of thofe who poflefs it, 
and fometimes ends in their ruin. — A 
fine bold-faced fellow with the twentieth" 
part'the-ty the of his pretenfions, would 
have made a fortune, while the other 
was making out the means to live. 

But modeft merit will fooner, or later 
emerge from its obfcurityj — or, if it 
fails, like virtue, it proves its own rer- 
ward. 

Happily at laft he found a patron 
who thought his modefty no blemifli— 
nay^ he even cheriflied him the more 
upon that account, and gave him the 
full fruition of his reafonable wifhes.— I 
fay he found a patron, or a patron fpund 
him — and fuch a one, as virtuous times 
will wonder at, though corrupt feafons 

may traduce one, whofe genuine 

worth and true nobility will be the ad- 
miration 
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The ladies long cloaks and riding- 
boodf, fuch as were in fafhion in En- 
gland in the days of my grandmother, £ 
am abfolutely in love with — I always 
regarded them as the moft horrible dif- 
guifes that ever were invented — now I 
fee 'tis far otherwifc — but beauty, clad 
with modefty, what can difguife ? 

They anfwer feveral eflential purpofes 
to managing ladies, (q that the wearers 
may be as well, or as carelefsfy dreft 
under them^ as they pleafej are very 
decent for morning prayer, morning 
excrcifes and morning vifitsj nor are 
they unbecoming, and fuit with the 
notion of an undrefs far better than 
frippery modes and gauzes, and fenfelefs 
chip hats. 

How you ftare at that crucifix! — Did 
you never fee one before ? 



^ V * Several 
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* Several — but the people take their 
hats off, as they pafs by'— 

Well, let them, if they chufe it — and 
you may keep yours on— 

* Tis very ftrange !'— 

There's nothing ftrange— men won- 
cler from their ignorance! 

This is the cathedral — a venerable 
pile !— fliall we enter i 

* A vaft many pillars to fupport fo 
large aroof 1'— • 

Tax glad you have found that out.— 

* Piftures, without number ! '— 

That's enough — no matter what they 

are» — But now you talk of piftures^ 

pray 
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pray let us haften to the academy of 
painting. — 

Mr »Cocqy the Superiritendant, who is 
himfelf a painter, r«:eived usVery cour- 
teoufly, and (hewed us what little mat- 
ter was to be -feen ; which was much 
lefs than I expedied — for it confiftcd 
meerly of the painting-rooms, and of 
the manner of maJ^ingplAxxrcs^ and car- 
rying on the manufadory. 

The pieces then in hand were four 
large views of fea-ports mFrance^ copy- 
ing from prints after the celebrated Ver^ 
net, and enlarged to the dimenfions of a- 
bout five feetbyfeven Ada half— 1 found 
they were befpoke-work for fome noble- 
man's faloon 5 that the price was to be 
thrce-fcore guineas a-piece, which was 
very moderate, confidering the fize and 
the great number of figures — they 
looked pleafing — and when finiflied^ 
would anfwer as well as atiy other 

hangings 
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hangings, — But that an academy of 
painting fliould in efFedl be reduced to 
anoil'd-cloth manufaftory, Imuft own 
gave me fome concern ! 

Mr. Cocq^ who is a portrait- painter, 
(hewed us fcveral of his heads, which 
he executes very neatly at one guinea 
a-piece — the fixes about twelve inches 
by ten. 

I am perfuaded that if fome of our 
young artifts would undertake in that 
fize, at double, or treble the price 
demanded by Mr. Cocq^ they would 
fucceed — and for thefe plain reafons — 
bccaufe they would come cheap, and not 
take up much room — people might 
then preferve the likeneffes of their fa- 
mily and friends, without any incum- 
brance ; whereas the gre^t flaring half 
and whole length portraits as big as 
life, require too much fpace, and I am 
under the neceffity of removing thofe of 

my 
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my progenitors to brokers (hops, in or- 
der to make room for my own, and my 
wife's, and our precious pledges. 

All are not Fan Dycisj nor Reynolds* s 
— and the portrait-painter muft be ex- 
cellent who long furvives his employers 
—his fame may be accidental ; and for 
a while he may live in a favourite head, 
or a fmgular charafter — without fome 
fuch fortuitous circumftance, his name 
will be (hortly obliterated, and his beft 
works be hurried down the rapid 
ftream of time in common with other 
lumber. 

But the hour of departure is come— 
Sir, w^e are much obliged to you for 
this favour. 



CHAP, 



{ 141 ) 

CHAP. XVL 

Of the Pajfage by Water from Bruges to 

Ghent. 

I Shall make it a rule in the courfe of 
thefe obfervations (anid I hope I 
may be indulged) not to repeat th« 
fame circumftances again and again — 
it cannot anfwer any purpofe fave that 
of unneceflarily fwelling the work at 
an immenfe fatigue and drudgery to 
myfclf. — If fome readers are fo fond of 
books, as that they cannot even take a 
comfortable nap without one in their 
hands ; I here declare that it is my in- 
tention to difappoint fuch lovers as 
much as poffible — nor will I court the 
concurrence of any, but thofe who are 
able to keep their eyes open, and have 
all their fenfcs about them, in their full 
vigour, — Not that I mean entirely to 

exclude 
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exclude winking and nodding — far 
from it — I own myfelf too much inte- 
reiled in both the one and the other—* 
but then let them be the winks of re- 
flection, and the nods of approbation. 

Having already fpoken pretty fuljy 
of the conveniency, decency, and even 
elegancy of the water « conveyances 
upon the canals in Flandersy I have 
only to add upon that head, that the 
Bruges-'^zrge to Ghent is confiderably 
larger than the one of yefterday, and 
that the company was far more nume- 
rous — but as the entertainment you 
meet with^ is fomewbat Angular, it- 
may not be amifs to defcribe it-*-always 
with a regard to fuch of my readers 
only as were not acquainted with it 
before. 

Inftead of laying the paflengers under 
the difagreeable necei&ty of fending in 
provifions for the day's joucpey, the 

mailer 
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mafter of the vefiel, or (kipper, takes 
that concern entirely upon himfelf; 
and about one o*cIock the company are 
fummoned to partake of a very genteel 
dinner, confifting always of two courfes 
and a plentiful defcrr, with variety of 
wines — the whole, I may venture to 
fay, confidering the iize of the place, 
is as neatly conduced as at any tavern 
in London. 

The ordinary is divided into three 
clafles, each diflinguiihed according to 
the quality and circumftances of the 
paflcngers — the firft table being for 
fuch as pay the firft price ; the fecond 
for thofe who pay half price, and the 
third for gratis-paflengers and fervants. 
— But that which appeared the moft 
extraordinary to me was, that the fe- 
veral tables Oiould be fupplied from a \ 
flip of a kitchen about eight feet long^ 
and fcarcely four feet wide, and that 
fourfcore or an hundred people jfhould 

be 
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be ferved with a variety of hot diflics 
without the leaft feeming hurry, or 
confufion — in fhort, fo quietly that 
though you may guefs at what is going 
forward, you hardly know any thing 
of the matter till they are fet before 
you. 

The whole expence of the pafTage, 
including the agreeable repaft before- 
mentioned, does not exceed fix fchil- 
lings a head, about three fhillings and 
fix-pence fterling. 

They make it a day's journey, from 
nine in the morning till about fix in 
the evening, and count the diftance but 
eight leagues ; though in my opinion, 
confidering that we meet with but few 
flops, and are in conftant motion, as 
well when at dinner, as at any other 
time, and that the horfes are jogging 
on at an eafy trot for almoft nine hours, 

it 
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k cannot be computed at lefs than three 
or four-and-thirty englifh miles. 

For my part, had it been as many 
leagues, I (hould not have been tired of 
the agreeable company I found there; 
particularly of the unafFedled politenefs, 
and edifying converfation of my coun« 
tryman father M — ♦ prior of the Eng- 
lifli Carthufians at Nteuport, sl gentle- 
man who appears to be bleft with many' 
of thofe rare talents which endear their 
pofleflbrs to fociety j infomuch that 
lapfed humanity may well regret that 
the plain paths of virtue are fo often 
thought to be diametrically oppofite to 
the purpofcs of grace. — His relations 
and more intimate friends mutl certainly 
have lamented the early furfeit which 
he took of life; and meafuring life's 
profperity by the falfe fcale of human 
prudence, forefaw more glory to their 

• Formerly a commander in the Spanifi cavalry. 

Vol. L G hopes 
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]^ope$ and their inheritance in heading; 
an army, than in preflding over an 
handful of mute folitaries— — we may 
therefore conclude that feveral of them 
regarded him as one born to difappoint 
their mc^ fanguine expectation from 
the moment he exchanged the camp for 
the cloyfter. 

Doubtlefs his calling was fure— -nor 
could it be miflaken for a ftrong con- 
ceit of the will — -or the after -weaknefs 
which often fucceeds difguft and the 
rage of difappointment — for fome of us, 
I fear, are too apt to place indifcri- 
minately religious eledlion to the fcore 
of the divine call, — His, I am perfuaded, 
was quite otherwife — if he fays fo. 

Well, be that as it may — I here give 
it you under my hand, that as often as 
I find men called to a Chriftian temper 
— ^^ love mercy^ and walk humbly^ that I 
fliali not difpute the fitnefs of their 

call : 
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call:— And if they chufe to Walk ih 
feme particular habits (wherever fucfc 
diftindiond are w^franted) I fhall be 
apt to fay that, from cuftom, one habit 
13 ^s eligible as another— ^if they prefer 
folitude to the world; it may be that 
they have fbme {private views of their 
own — as^to their abftinencies and other 
mortifications ; I muft own I cannot 
fee any great pleafure in them — But, 
it fecms, fome of them won't talk ; I 
therefore conclude they find more com^ 
fort kk contemplation, than in fpeech 
—-how they crofs their arms, fomd 
will fay, and what odd geftures they 
life! — fo much the better— I admire 
attitudesr of all things*--efpecially when 
they are graceful. 

The fmall remnant of the once 
flourifliing Carthufian abbey of Sben^ 
— (I think they are of the foundation 
of Shene^iibbey^ but I can't be pofitive}^ 
are now fettled at Nieuport^ where 

G Z they 
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they have refided ever fmce the general 
wreck of monafteries in England , in 
the memorable days of our eighth 
Harry. 

This is the only Englifli houfe of 
•diat order now remaining'; and travel- 
lers of all nations who pafs that way, 
but more efpecially the Englifh, expa- 
tiate much upon the fan£lity of their 
lives, and their unbounded hofpitality, 
under the dire£Hon of their prefent 
worthy prior — their number is reduced 
to fix— -f9 that in cafe of any unfore- 
feen mortality among them, that or- 
der muft be {hortly extin(% refpeding 
our countrymen — they will noteafily 
find novices to enlift under their fe- 
vere banner — the rigid impofitions of 
perpetual filence (except to the prior 
for the time being) their fallings and 
watchings, their total abftinence 
from flelh, and the comfortable re- 
ireihment of linen, ill fuit with the 

accepted 
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accepted rules of life. — — Notwith- 
ftanding thofe difcouragements, it is 
not many years fince an Englifh 
gentleman of fortune, and of a pro- 
teftant family- went over to them; 
maugre his education in one of our 
celebrated univerAties. 

What {hall we fay to thcfe ex- 
tremes ? — nothing -— but that man 

will be always found a contradiction 
to himfelf — ftill groping, darkling, 
in the midft of an imaginary blaze — 
fiill ftudying more and more to be- 
wilder the maze of his exiftcnce— - 
the fage of folly — the fool of his own 
wifdom ! 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

IVhich as it relates chiefly to the Author^ 
cannot be very interefting to the Reader. 

• A Book of travels quotha! — I be- 
xX licve nobody ever faw fuch a 
book of travels !~a book of wander- 
ings rather — interfeited with whimfi- 
cal digreifions and unfeaibnable reflec* 
tions. * 

That it feetns Is your opinton<— -but 
happy it is for us writers that mankind 
9re a little divided upon the fubjedi of 
authors ; fo that the worft of us and 
the moft trifling. Heaven be praifed ! 
are not without our admirers — Tom 
Thumb, I dare affirm, has as many as 
Tom Jones. 

How can you and I pretend to efta- 
iilifh that, about which the legiflative 

body 
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body the critics are at perpetual va- 
riance ? — and are every feffion making 
new ordinances, and abrogating old- 
reviving the dead letter with frefli vi- 
gour, explaining) amending, &c. 

Shall we prefume to proportion the 
quantity of fait, and the meafure of 
judgment neceflary to preferve a whorc- 
fon living author from being fly-blowo, 
for the fpace of five, or feven years ?— • 
We might as well fancy that we could 
recover the Egyptian art of conferving 
dead bodies for as many thoufand. 

The literary conftitution indeed, as 
well as the body politic, ftands in need 
of much explanation, much amend- 
mcnt, — In the mean time the laws of 
both arc remarkably favourable to dc- 
figning men, and undefigning authors ; 
fo that the learned advocate has no- 
thing to do but to hunt cafes and cite 

G 4 precedents 
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precedents— there are Ioop*hoIes enough 
to be found for eiiher. 

But, for goodnefs fake ! what Is your 
quarrel with refleSlionSy and why are 
they unfeafonabU ? 

* Becaufe they interrupt the mam 
defign, and are moft commonly foreign 
to the matter. — Don't miftake me^ I 
have no objedlion to them in their pro- 
per places— *when people are at church, 
or fo — But what have they to do here? 
—If a man has a mind to indulge fe- 
rious refledlions, let him write a book 
on purpofe— * 

Yes, as you fay — and then he will 
be pretty fure that nobody will read 
them — I tell you mine are juft iii the 
right place — for here many may ftumble 
upon them, who never dreamt of any 
fuch thing; and I fhall acquire ap- 
plaufe for my addrefs> over and above 

what 
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what I am entitled to from my main 
fobjeft.' 

^ I wifh you may find it fo — ^but 
the great misfortune which generally 
attends thofe who are fo fond of hear- 
hig themfelves prate, is, that few or 
none are difpofed to tiften to them— 
the vanity is too glaring — the deluge 
too powerful — all that a man has ever 
thought of during his whole life, to be 
poured down upon you at once ! — 'tis 
too much — for my part, I would not 
give a penny for a book ftufled with 
the writer's private fentiments and re- 
fieSions, * 

And I would not give a halfpenny 
for a book without them — there's the 
difference. — They are certain marks to 
me of becoming attention in an author ; 
and the only proof I have that he was 
not thinking of fomething elfe. 

G 5 From 
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From that fijigle omiifion wt ouf 
account for the vaft vacuity which 
overfprcads fo many volumes of words 
without meaning -— fyftemSy without 
fcience — hiftories, without reading— 
fermons, neither rationally-fpeculative, 
nor fpeculativtly-pra4Sical — poems and 
plays, without wit, or moral — ^voyages, 
without chart, or compas — travels, 
which might as well have been com- 
piled from gazetteers, and lifts of the 
poft-roads— 

* 'Tis really a pity to break in upon 
fo fine a declamation ! — and yet, as 
your monitor, I might hazard your 
difpleafure, (hould I negle<St to remind 
you, that you have a great way to go*— 
that you have already bargained with 
the reader that the whole fliall be com- 
prized in .two fmall duodecimos — that 
you are already paft the middle of your 
firft volume, at the end of your fixth 
4ay, and happily arrived at Ghent. ' 

I 
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I thank you for this feafonable ad- 
monition. — True, I have bargained, as 
. you fay, only for two volumes — which 
was intirely owing to an accident; 
that of writing my preface firft — a fin- 
gularity as unheard of, perhaps, as any 
that is to be met with in my book. 

Dedications and prefaces, I take it 
arc the moft puzzling parts of modern 
letters — the firft, calculated to Aatter 
and bedaub the patron, whom it may 
be the author knows nothing of; the 
fecond, to cajole and curry favour with 
the reader, whom he can never be fure 
of — I was pre^determined to fuffcr no 
difquietude uponeither fcore — no falfe 
hopes touching his lordlhip's accep- 
tance ; nor any rancour, fhould his 
bounty^ fall fhort of my expeSation ; 
and therefore omitted the former alto- 
gether. — It may ferve, thought I, for 
a monument of private friendfhip, 
Ihould it meet with the public favour, 

G 6 as 
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as well feven yeiars hence, as now ; and 
then I fhall be pretty fure of my man. 

Yes — fome feven years hence, after 
having tried whether the materials ace 
durable, and like to brave the weather j 
wc may venture to infcribe, 

LET THIS REMAIN 

A LASTING MONUMENT 

TO PERPETUATE 

THE DISINTERESTED FRIENDSHIP 

OF THE INGENIOUS 

THE CANDID 

THE BENEVOI-ENT 

H. F. 

ANP OF THE AUTHOR . 

S.P. 

As for the latter, fince it is well 
known that he who comes under the 
cenfure of the literary tribunal, muft 
abide the pains and penalties that may 
follow, in fpite of every plea of allevi- 
ation, the ihorter my defence, the better. 

But 



CORIAT JUNIOR- 157 

But I bad another rcafon for not 
requiring more fpace, which was found- 
ed in downright compaifion to the 
readers — confidering, and re-confider- 
ing what a deal of ftufF they have 
conftantly upon their hands^ which 
from one follicitation or other, they 
arc obliged to wade through — 'tis the 
boon of every beggarly writer, — * Pray 
read me ! — do but read me ! then judge 
for yourfelf — laugh at me 'till your 
fides ake, and welcome! — blame me, 
abufe me ! damn me ! — only read 
mc! * 

Z am fendble that tendernefs for 
others may fometimes be carried too 
far;: even to our own prejudice; and 
I could wifh now, that I had faid 
three fmall volumes, inftead of two-^- 
though I don't defpair yet of bringing 
it within my plan. 



Youf 
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* Your plan! — *tis impoffible that 
you can be ferious— do you call this a 
plan ? * 

I do — and fuch a one as I will be 
bound to give you more, than my 
bookfeller will ofFer me for the copy, 
if you can produce me fuch another. 

« 

But I fee your miftake — ^you don't 
attend to the context — you are not 
at the pains of comparing the author 
with himfelf — you forget, as fail as 
you read (a common cafe) — one chap- 
ter drives out another — I fuppofe you 
don't remember that I fet out with 
begging leave to proceed in my own way ? 
— that's my plan. 

* O, your raoft humble fervant ! * 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Which may be reckoned much too long: 
conftdering what an unfatisfaSfory Ac^ 
count it gives of the Capital of Flan- 
ders. 

WELL, really this appears to be a 
magnificent city ; and the Saint 
Sehajiian upon the parade, or place de$ 
armes^ is one of the genteeleft inns I 
ever faw — it has great elegance both 
within and without, and the fituation Is 
unexceptionably the fineft in Ghent. 

I have not yet learnt how Saint Se^ 
hajlian came to be £he patron of ar- 
chers — I know of noreafon for fuch pre- 
ference, unlefs from the manner of his 
death, having been faftened to a tree^ 
and {hot with arrows. 

There 
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There are feveral fraternities of ar«- 
chers in Flandrrsj but the grand lodge,, 
which boafts the chief nobility •f the 
country for its members, is held at this 
inn. 

The martyrdom of Safnt SeBa/itan 
has been always a favourite fubjedt of 
the pencil — many have chofen it, and 
what is ftUI more extraordinary, many 
have fucceeded — it is to me one of the 
mof{ aflfe^ling fingle figures inhiftorical 
painting — as the whole depends upon 
the graceful idea^ none but a mafter can 
ever reach it. 

There are fo many fine things and 
matters of curiofity to be met with 
here, that I defpair of feeing the twentr- 
eth part of them — I find myfelf cramp- 
ed by too much fafhion and ceremony 
-—a plague on all foolifli fafhions ! fay 
I — I'm told by the ladies, and the che- 
valier is entirely on their fide, that if I 

walk 
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walk out, 'twill be unmannerly to 
leave them at home ; and for ladles to 
walk, it feems, is not the fafliion.— 
Then if we are to be Jhut up in a Re^ 
mife^ I ihould be glad to know what we 
can fee in being hurried through the 
ftreets, except the particular places we 
are driven to ? — if this is travelling, I 
bad juft as foon ftay at home — ^I ihatl 
have no opportunity of making my re- 
Aiarks as I go along 

And yet, if I miftake not, after this 
manner moft of my countrymen travel 
-—they fet out with prejudices againft 
the natives they are going to vifit— 
they know their characters before-hand 
—a Frenchman, is a puppy ; an Ita- 
lian, a cheat; a German, a pedant; 
and a Dutchman, a brute — for this 
reafon they chufe to keep their own 
company ; to be waited upon by their 
own fervants \ to journey in their owa 

car- 
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carriages, and to return home almoft as 
y^ik as they fct out. 

Do they fo ? — ^Why then in God's 
name kt them aflbciate amon g them- 
lelves !— but fufier me^without breach of 
good manners, to mix with the inhabi- 
tants—to cat with^them, to drink with 
'them, to travel with them — toconverfe 
with them as freely as I may be permit- 
ted withoiit oScRcCj and even to goto 
church With them, let their religion be 
what It will.— *Tis men and manners 
that I am chiefly in fcarch of— I was 
fenfible before I came here, that there 
were houfes and trees and rivers in 
moft countries. 

« 

I would fain explore that gloomy 
vault, or natural cavern ! — but it may 
be too melancholy for the ladies — be- 
fides the defcent is difagreeable, and 
even dangerous. — I fhould choofe to 
climb yonder fummit !— but, madam, 

let 
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let m^ intreat the favour of you to ftay 
below — the afcent will fatigue you.— 
In fliort, madam, if you chufe to be 
the dupe of falhion and ceremony, you 
muft not blame me — if you will baulk 
your inclination (for I fee you are not 
without (omc) fuffer me to indulge 
gnijie— if you chufe to ftay at home, 
J can have no objedtion i only permic 
me to go abroad, 

< It is a requeft, fir» that canaot be 
graiited«^'twouId be prepofterous ia 
you to attempt it— «the gentlemen in 
this country never quit the charge of 
the ladies, to ramble by themfelves— - 
curiofity muft always give way to pro« 
pricty/ 

Muft it fo ? madam— -then I fubmit 
for this time— but if ever you catch 
me abroad again in company, where 
I am not at liberty to do as I like, I'll 
give you leave to bind me over, or tye 

me 
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me down in whatever manner you 
pleafe — I would be the aflbciate, the 
vifitant, the gueft, but not the flave of 
my company. — If you have any ban- 
quet in vieyry to which generous free- 
dom and open-hearted HosjPiiTALiTy 
are not to be invited, you may faVe 
yourfelf the trouble of fending me a 
card-«*I chufe to dine upon my own 
cold mutton at home* 

Miftake me not, I would not prefer 
any thing to the feafonable converfe of 
the ladies — they alone are the fweeten^!- 
crs of life, and by contemplating their 
perfections only, we arrive at the fub- 
lime and beautiful. — But while there 
are other purfuits, other gratification^ 
independent of them, and in which 
they cannot fo eafily participate j at 
lead fufFer us to untie this knot of cew 
jremony — or do it yourfelvcs, and ac- 
company us as far as you may conve- 
niently. 

If 
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If this cannot be granted — I ihould 
be glad to know, madam, what we 
arc like to fee in this iine city ? — for as 
you have been here often, you muft be 
beft acquainted with what is moft 
worth a ftranger*s notice, 

< It is too late this evening, flr, to 
fee any thing — but in the faioming, 
we fhall have the entertainment of the 
parade almofk under our windows :— 
the mounting and relieving the guard 
k- a fine fight, and what people are very 
fond of here.— You will obferve a par- 
cel of as fine, clean, well-drefled fel- 
lows as ever you faw in your life, and 
£rom the AriSt and conftant difcipline 
that is maintained, that they know and 
pradtife their duty to a hair-^you will 
fee a company of officers, worthy to 
command fuch men ; intent upon their 
charge equally with the private foldiers 
•^^you will not remark in any of their 
countenances the leaft figns of the 

over- 
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over-night's debaucli-»*-^any anxfety 
to have the bufinefs flubbered over as 
fail as poffibIe> on account of more 
preffing engagements, nor any abfence 
of mind from their duty.-«-The muiut 
is a perfect martial concert, with all 
the accompagnments of grace and exe- 
cution — they are not irregularly fafi: 
and flow ; dropping it here, and taking 
it up again there; but jointly labouring 
to prcfcrve united harmony.— From tho 
commander in chief, to the youngeft 
recruit ; and from the hautboy to the 
fife, you will not meet with an indivi- 
dual but what is ftruck with a fenfe 
of his charader, and feemingly came 
there with no other intention but te 
exert his talent. — You hav^ feen (bme-* 
thing like this, I make no doubt, 
upon the parade in St. Jameses Park, 

* This royal entertainment over 
(for kings cannot behold a more glo- 
rious fight, /than armies of regular 

troops 
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troops, which they are born to com- 
mand and to cherifh) we ihall drive 
to the abbey of St. Peter^ one of the 
richeft in the Netherlands — the abbot 
is a mitred prince, and by few ex^ 
ceeded in prieftly pomp and dignity— 
his palace is to himfelf, diftin£t from 
the cloyfter ; and his domeftics are his 
own, not the fervants of the fociety.— 
The church is a magnificent modern < 
ftrufture, exceeding rich ia its altars, 
19 decorated with fine pi<9:ures and ad- 
mirable fculptures, and boafts fome of 
the moft exquifite tapeftry in the coun** 
try, wJiich is preferved in cafes, and 
only opened to ftrangers^- — The refec- 
tory is a noble faloon ; and the li- 
brary cannot but ftrike the moft tafte- 
lefs beholder, even tho' he had never 
troubled his head with the infide of a 
book. 

' We (hall then ret^rn to our ina 
to dinner ; and in the afternoon we 

muft 
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sripi prince ! — 2ni I qurftioa madi if 
siijr pormiatf inEunipe dinci Cfcrjr Jajr 
in ib fumpfiious a faioofi, is do die Be* 
ncii&ine monks of die abbej of Sootf 
P///r« — The arts have been in rivaUhip 
to fcrieSt diis c]cpakthail^^ has all 
the propordoos ofarchirrftiire^ diebeaiL- 
tj of painting, and the grandeur of car- 
ving and gilding to fet it off. 

That upper place, faid 1, to our at- 
Hdidaot, I fuppbie is Car die abbot ? — 
^ No, anfwere4 be, that is the prior's ' 
chair/ — But I imagine, continued I, 
that the abbot don't dine here every day, 
bat only occaftonally ; and when he 
doet, 1 fliould think that there was a 
canopy fet up oa purpofe : — ^ He dine 
here every day ! returned the lay-bro- 
ther— -he never dines here at all — why 
he has not fet his foot m the refeAory 
above gncc thcfe three years.' 

Good 
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Good God ! thought I, can th^re b<p 
Aich difference in the fame chain of be- 
ings? — in the fame order of men ?•—• 
can an abbot forget that he was once, a 
private monk ? — Yes, he may-^as eafily 
as a biihop may forget that he wa$ once 
^ curate. 

The facriflfy adjoining, which many 

of my readers know is th« apartment 
where the priefts, and fomciimea the 
abbot robe and unrobe t}lemfelv6« before 
and after the facrifices, is very noble 
and fpacious ; and the veftments and 
ether paraphernalia are exceeding* rich 
—■if nothing elfe would give us exalted 
ideieis of Heaven, this one eonfideratioit 
fiireFy were enough — namely, the ma- 
jtAy of fome of God's priefts upon 
o^rth! 

The library is as fine a room for thp 
purpofe as can be met with, and I am 
forry that I^d not take the proportions: 
of tt>-"tbe po^-cafes ace of a ilfigular 

H 2 efcutchcon 
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efcutcheon form, which have an air of 
grandeur, and the authors are very nu- 
merous, and for the moft part in elegant 
bindings — but there is a little narrow- 
nefs in the choice, and they are rather 
too much of on^ fide. — There are fcve- 
ral books of the early printers y and, a- 
mong others, the firft and fecond edi- 
tions of the bible. 

Some of the abbeys in the Netherlands 
are become fo rich, that one would be 
apt to think they dreaded mifchief from 
their opulence — fo that they are gene- 
rally employed in pulling down and 
building up ; in enlarging, beautifying 
&c. as the only means of getting rid of 
Ibme of their fuperfluous riches — As fe- 
veral of them literally wallow in wealth, 
methinks 'tis a pity that, as often as 
they find it inconvenient to them, they 
cannot obtain difpenfations to beftow it 
upon fome of the poor prioijes in their 
r^fpedive neighbourhoods, who. Hea- 
ven 
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Vert knows ! would rejoice exceedingly 
in their fuperfluities. 

Come we next to the Engliih Bene- 
di£line ladies— 

As I have already thrown out a few 
refle£fcions upon the horrible impiety of 
difpeopling Heaven, by entombing fair 
damfels alive; under the notion of in- 
creafing the kingdom of Saints, I fhall 
fay the lefs of it here — And as moft ci- 
ties in the Aujirian Nether lands zrecoti" 
ftitutionally the fame, and afford the 
fame obje£ls of contemplation ; I hope 
the candid reader will not lay me under 
the tirefome neceflity of faying the fame 
thing over and over again. — Now as a 
Biguim is the fame at Bruffih as at 
Ghent ^ and as I purpofe to fpeak of 
them there, 1 (hall therefore omit them 
here— *>as a Capuchin is the fame all the 
world over, fo it matters not whether i 
chufe mine at Louvainj or Aficblin^ ot 

H 3 both 
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"hoth — 2nd fincc I mean to gi^T a pic- 
ture of a Ricotlecfy I may as iktH wa:t 
t il I ha*c met with one to my mind, 
which happened not ^rfoTC the very 
day I left AntiLirf. — Of thefe and ma- 
ny more religious orders and focieties, 
there arc in every part of Flanders and 
Brabant y each of whofe cities may fervc 
as an epitome- of popifli Chriftendom* 

My intention is to diverfify this (hort 
travel as much as poflible — to make it 
narrative, defcriptive and fometimes al- 
legorical — al?/ays with a little meaning * 
and fcldom without a moral. — If I can- 
not produce new thoughts for your en- 
tertainment, I fhall endeavour at leaft 
at a few new cafts of old ones * and the 
very moment I difcover that I have no- 
thing to fay, I (hall lay down my pen 
-—I have no opinion of forcing, under 
the notion of ailifting nature, and, from. 
' my foul I I abominate Dr. Sbp^% for- 
ceps. 

The 
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Tfie curtain is drawn back, and be- 
hold the priorefs and her nuns ! — She 
appears like the goddefs^ or the prieftcfs 
of this temple ; and they as her attend- 
ant nymphs, orveftals ! 

To you, madam, it can be no ways 
irkfome — by a long courfe of felf-de- 
nial you muft be thoroughly weaned 
from the world ; and here I make no 
doubt but that you cnj6y perfcft peace> 
heightened by the fulleft affurancc, the 
livelleft hope of a bltftrul hereifter. 

At your time of life, madam, I have 
no objedion to the ladies fecluding 
themfelves, if they think projper-^^ter 
haying tafted life's fancied fweets and 
real forrows, and experienced fome of 
her numberlefs cares and calamities, 
they may well be thankful that they ate 
over, aftd whatever may have been their 
lot, that they can find peace at the laft 
«— and furely more real coni^olation may 

H 4 '^^ 
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be found here, than in che(s-boards and 
back-gammon tables; in dice and cards ^ 
in wafbes and ftrong-waters ; after the 
lofs of huftands, who were their part- 
ners, or their plagues; of children, who 
might have been their comforts, cr their 
curfes — after the unkindnefs of fome rc- 
ations, and |the ingratitude of others, 
whom can we love ? — from the forget- 
fulnefs of fome friends, and the bitter- 
nefs even of thofe whom we had labour- 
ed moft to ferve, whom fhall we truftf 
—Grief and Disappointment are 
fore fearchers, and will often bring us 
to refledion-s*— * *Tis time,* fome of 
ihofe ladies will fajr, < to look a little 
about us— the Hours, ever young, the* 
we wax old, foot it away with greater 
difpatch than ever — at leaft they appear 
to do fo to us, now that our dancing- 
days are oVcr-^the fands runr on in a 
greater ftream, and, if poflible, with a 
more determined motion — or elfe our 

eyes deceive us— but there can be no 

deception 
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deception in the furfeiting famenefs 
which we have endured — we are palled 
with cloying fweets, and fated with high 
feafonings — our appetites are fpoilt, and 
we have no longer any reliih for life- 
let us fly then incontinently this motley 
train of human mifchief— *let us r^ire 
into God and ourfelves — let us make 
up our accounts with Heaven— -let us 
feek peace andenjue iu* 

With all my heart, ladies, if itts 
your pleafure— I fee no reafon why you 
may not retire, md carry fome of your 
unprovided neices along with you; 
for certainly, as you well obferve, 
pray)sr-books. are full as becoming the 
palfied hands of dowagers, as packs of 
cards and dice-boxes — if their lady- 
ihips think fo. 

But for you, lady prioreii, you can 
only have anticipated the evils without 
doors, not having experienced any of 

H 5 them 
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|lif4b--<— JKN9 miift h^v crtdoloiilljr 
hmrhtneds ioodiy bcUevfd,. and raiUy 

fcfolvtd jm wm$fi bmui wffi^ere ym^ 

wareJbrUim.i^^A3aii fipr ibefe fexual an-» 
gels !^^-Hvhaut kad tbcjr doae^ or fuffer-' 
cd I H I n i fc ut I hj;ve alreadj fpol&tn <rf 
tbcm in a fomier chapter. 

Pon't imagine, reader, that a (bglc 
fyllable of this was (aid to the priorefs 
•—No, I am perfwaded that you are a-» 
^9re of the imjM'opriety of fuch con* 
verfiUion in a cloyfter-^— to ehdeavouc 
tQ. pu| people oul of ^nceit with their 
condition withiOMt «f>y intjention, oi 
the riu^ns of be^ttering theoi, i$ the 
height ^or^lty «*-^b||| where it is im- 
prai^tcable to alter it, ^tis ciuehy and 
folly united — and indeed for die mofi 
part they are infcparable. 

• Our converfation was of a different caft 
—an agreeable mixture — we touched 

fometimei upon (he world ^ but more up- 

od. 
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tfce fleets of yirtuous retirement— The 
^rachnean- arts of the fair fifterbocd, »nd »- 
their beautiful imitations of /Y^r^'schol- 
ceft gifts, engaged our attention; and 
made us at a lofi ttt determine whether 
they were the daughters of Ingenuitt^ 
or the fifters of the Seasons. 

Is it not ftrange that thofe who pro- 
fefs to have abandoned the vain world, 
fhould jointly labour to keep up the 
world Y vanity ? 

Among fuch a number of my fair 
countrywomen, the meeting with names 
which were familiar to us was unavoicU 
able^ and this fometimes led us a little 
into inquiries concerning families. 
Finding that the priorefs's name was 
Philips; pray,.^madam, faid I, is Doc- 
tor Philips any relation of yours ? ■■ 
My brother, fir, replied ihe, — You have 
no doubt, madam,-feen his life of Car- 

H 6 dina] 
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P^f whidi has occafioned a good 
deal of ipeculadon with lu, though 
nunj are of opioioa that it will not 
much advantage the caufe for whidi it 
if written, 1 hairc^ fir, (aid the 
lady. 

What pity it is that learning and 
candour (hould ever be divided ! 
What matters it whether truths come 

from the BaJI or from the fFt/l ? 

Indeed the name of Oxford at the bot- 
tom of a title-page, has with (be vul- 
gar the air of an Imprimatur ; but 
how abfurd to fuppofe that that reve- 
rend and learned body can give fandlion 
to principles which they utterly difa- 
VOW-— fo that except to a few inconfi- 
dcrate ftrangcrs it cannot anfwer any 
good purpofe even to its own ends, but 
unhappily muft always remain an inde- 
lible mark of the Doctor's difingenu- 
Jty. 

I 
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I am quite of your mind, courteous 
reader, and I wifii from my foul that 
there may be always found a great nutn« 
ber of your fentimental difpofltion, 
mlling to communicate, but cautious 
to ofiend — who confider the cbaraders 
to whom and of whom they are fp^ak* 
in g ■ ■ ■ who would not awaken a fon's 
remembrance with the bitter reproaches 
that may be due to his fire — nor wound 
a pious fitter's ear, with the miftaken 
zeal of her brother — zeal, no queftion-, 
fometimes overfhoots itfelf, and then 
it is juflly condemnable—- but relations 
may not be judges. — If then we are at 
a lofs for a fubjeft, let us decently re- 
tire, after returning the ladies thanks 
for their polite entertainment. 

The fecond day was a hurrying day, 
indeed — Heaven defend me from fuch 
fenfclefs hurry! — If you pleafe, ma- 
damj I'll dine at St. £av^*$ to-day, and 

then 
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tboi I fiiall bare m Htde Ictfsre to Itck 
#ifcr the piAuiet^ ^ No indeed^ fir ; 
yoo muft icmni with «s to the A. &» 
Imfii am oor dinner is bcfpoke, * ■ 

Tm ibrry for it, madam— ^Bcfides, the 
dievalso^ is engaged with the offcers, 
and if your friend and yon were t» 
leave us, we fliould he quite alone^ 
which would be infupportabie/ 

Very well, madam— This flau 
Vtndtidu or Friday's market is a fine 
opening, a fpacious fquare upon my 
^ord-— ««What can I fay more of it \ 
for the fellow drives as if the devil was 
in him. 

In the afternoon, from an earnefl 
dtfirc of meeting once more with the 
agreeable prior M — , we went to the 
Carthufi'in convent — here it was pro- 
per to leave the ladies without the gate; 
but my companion and I, having re- 
ceived for anfwcr that the prior w«$ fet 

off 
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eff for Brujfels^ were not iu fuch hafte 
to make our report^ but to the fhamc 
of good- manners, joined the holy bro* 
tberbood in tbeir vefpers, leaving their 
ladyihipa to cool tbemfelves in their 
carriage — this was an offence hardly to 
be forgiven ■ and as the jGkft pioof o£ 
their difpleafure^ being c|uite tired out 
vrith attend ing» they had drove back 
lo the inn, meaning to puni(h us with* 
a walk — which happened to be the very 
t;hing that we wanted nK>ft. 

The old caftle, or court is a reverend 
pile, confiding of many apartments^ 
which are converted to private lodg- 
ings and public offices,^ and a number 
of ftrange ftories are told of their for* 
mer. ufes, which naturally tickle the 
ears of curiofity. 

Theftadthoufe is the largeft building 
of the kind that I have heard of, that 
at Amilerdam only exce{^d-*thQre is 

an 
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an appearance of magnificence in it 
ivhich even furpafles the latter, though 
the ftlle is Gothic confidering the time 
of building it, which if I remember 
rightly was by the arch-duke Albert. 
The apartments are very fpacious, but 
there is a want of neatnefs, which is 
feldom the cafe in Flanders — there arc 
fomegood pictures here as weU as in 
the caftle^ but the beft defcription I 
could give of them would fall fliort of 
their merit. — The courts of juftice are 
very awful, their proceedings as I am 
informed very folemn, and their judg« 
ments very upright. 

A plague takfcthefe fellows ! they are 
always for fhowing and demonftrating 
to you fuch things as you don't want to 
fee. 

* Thefe, ladies and gentlemen, faid 
our guide, are fo maqy engines of tor- 
ture; devifed by grave and learned 

fages 
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fages as the beft and only means to ex!- 
tort confeffions from the guilty, or in- 
nocently accufed' — they were the inven- 
tions, fir, continued he (addrefEng him- 
felf to me) of men in fome refpe£ls like 
you and I; who were capable themfelves 
of feeling the inconveniencies ariiing 
from natural heat and cold-- *who fhi- 
vered at the north blaft, and fainted un- 
der the dog-ftar's rage — luho could not 
endure the tootb-ach patiently — and yet, 

with meer carnal eyes and ears, could 
watch the excruciating writhe?, and 
liften attentively to the horrible groans 
of others! — There is a prodigious va- 
riety of them as you fee, applipable to 
different ^parts and purpofes/ 

. Turn thine eyes from them, Huma- 
nity ! — nor defire to know their cruel 
applications and effedls ! 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

That fome Folks are hajly to condemn^ in 

proportion as they are Jlow to conjider ; 
and that the want of Conformity may be 
reckotied among their great wants, 

WHat trifles put us out of temper^ 
and make us wiih'aurfelves ac 
home again when we are in a manner ^ 
but juft entered upon^ a journey ! 

The traveller of every nation con- 
ftantly finds matter of exclamation in a 
foreign country, and which with juftice 
ht may oppofe agalnft fomt particular 
bleffing, or culture, or import, pr cuf- 
torn iii his own* r 

' What plenty of excellent provifions 
this province abounds with ! — but,curfc 
their cooks 1 ' fays the Englifi>man. 

I am aftonifhed how well their mar- 
kets are fupplied with fi/h, when I 
confiJer the numbers that are daily fed 
from the waters— that it is even incor- 
porated 



) 
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porated with their religion ; aod that 
ii(h of all forts are notwithftaqding 
cheap in coaipari£bn with what they 
are in London, where for the mod part 

they are confidered only as luxury !— • 
but, * d-r^-mn their frnp^tnaigre /' fay^ 
the Englijhman again. 

N. B. fie is net obligtd to eat any, un^ 
iefs he chufis it 

* How have thefe fcoundrels/ mean- 
ing the publicans^ — (fays my country- 
man once more) ' the impudence to 
write pver their doors , good Bruges^Her, 
'^Ghent-bier — Lovens-bier — and other 
beers — when, d — mn their bl — ds ! it 
is well known there is not a drop of 
beer in all the country V 

The warmth of this gentleman's tem- 
per has tranfported him a little too far 
— fince it is better known that the chief 
cities in Flanders and Brabant are fa- 
mous for their beers— that the common 
people drink nothing elfe — and that the 
Pfterman^S'bier of Louvmn is aa cele* 

brated 
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brated over all that country as alderntan 
Calverfs and Sir Befrjafnin Trumarfs are 

over all the world. But it fcems the 

gentleman did not like it, and therefore 
was at liberty to leave it, and even to 
rail at it — but not to annihilate it. 

The Frenchman in England acknow- 
ledges with abundance of fignificant 
nods and ihrugs, that our country is not 
entire!/ deftitute — and with the utmoft 
ingenuity prpnounces that, * Vratmentil 
y a des bonnes cbofes en Angleterre — mai$ 
U Vin de Frame ! ■ ■■ ■ p ar d /'— — 
be fays no more — but leaves it to the 
imagination to work out, that the want 
of French wine, is fuch a want — as 
amounts to all the necefl^ries of life put 
together* 

An EngUJhman^s delicacy is (hocked 
the moment he arrives at a Flemijh Inn,, 
at being (hewn into a room with one, 
two, three, perhaps, four beds ln.it-— 
be rings the bell haftily — fumoions the 

matter 
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Biafter to anfwer for the impertinence 

of his fervant and defires to be 

Ihewn into a parlour, or, at leaft, into ^ 
room without a bed — Afyn Heer aflliresi 
Milord that there is not fuch a room vx 
his houfe — unlefs he chufes to walk in- 
to the kitchen ! — where is he to fleep ? 
— * where he is !' — where is he to fup ? 
— * in the fame place — unlefs he chufes 
to* fup at the ordinary/ — Are -there any 
beds in that room too ?— moft proba^* 
bly there are. — He d— *mns their nafty 
fouls in plain Englifli, and wiihes them 
all at the devil, and himfelf fafe at 
horfie again ! 

This cannot fail tp difcompofe the 
fettled gravity of the Flemijb hoft— 
but he knows his place too well to re- 
turn abufe for abufe — he contents him- 
felf with contemplating the majefty of 
the figure before him (whoj for his fau- 
cy airs, would fain pafs for foitiebody) 
and thanks Heaven that he was net 
born an Englijhman^ if all are of the 

fame 
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£une turbulent difpofitron^ and alike 
ftfangers to conformity with bis gucft, 
— < Wou'd it were morning ! cries thcf 
peacetbie hoft, and that tbe poft-chaife- 
was at the door^ that I might with a 
profound reverence wifh Milord a Inm 
vnage^Xn return for his wiihing me and 
all my countrymen at the devil !' 

Upon a tranfient view of the height 
of fhc bedftead. Milord fufpefts fome 
trap— for a'fhort man muft clamber up, 
and a lame man be lifted in— 'tis im- 
poffible to reft in fafety — a perfon may 
roll out in hii fle^p, and ten to one but 
he breaks his neck in the fall ! — he has 
riot as yet difcovered that the wifdom of 
the ftate has provided againft fuch acci- 
dents byordainingfide-boards, as well as 
head and foot-boards to their bedfteads. 

But what are all thefe wants and in- 
conveniencies compared with the mor- 
tification which I fufTered among the 

barbarians ?— trifles ! mecr trifles ! 

For 
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For their food — I muft own I relifii- 
cd it well cnough^^if the cookery was 
difitrent to that to which I had beeiv 
accuftomed j it went down very well 
fer all that— and the variety was fuch,. 
that if one difli did not fuit,. why an- 
other did^-— If the betr is unpalatable to 
ftrangers--good water dafhed with wine^ 
is, in my opinion^ th« better beverage*^ 
and if the latter is adulterated (as.na 
doubt it. is) I (bould be glad to know- 
where it' is not ?— If any, thing difguft-* 
ful appeared in eating in a bed*room, L 
was furc that the onl)^ way tGrremcweit 
from my fen&, was to banifh it-from* 
my head,, and hot ta think any more 
^bout It — and fo far was I from being, 
jhtimidated at the height of their bed- 
jfteads) that I- declare to you upon my 
word, I never flipt better in my life^: 
lior did I meet with a fingle fall. — Buti 
the want of wants to me ! ■ — 

< For goodnefs. fake ! what couIS' 
thfttbe?— w ' A 
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. A piiKh of fnuff.— The 'ftwill fUfcfc 
wh^Khr I had taken with rae ftooif Lom^ 
dm was foon cdchaicfteii^ and dK /Ir«# 
4ii^ tobarco ir the pooroft inundcuigQ>< 
la the wpi\d !-^t his Actthcr tafte;, non 
imel), nor fph-M^. nor pnngesicy m aci)» 
^grceof comparifon vitfr e:m Virgin 
9M9f weed*— and thoogh I bad xecnikcil 
myfelf-at one oP the beft ^ftuff-fliops iff- 
MrufiSi (which from the number of't^tfe* 
siifd i^hite porcelain pot« and jMrs^, 
hxktA as- tempting a» a court apothe^ 
oai^t) namely, the corner jfhop neait 
the. weigh ingHrngine; jtt I dare be 
bound that I might have been bettei^. 
ferved at anygiccar's in England^ 

To every other thing in Flanderf^ 

was lb heartily reconciled, that if th^ 

magiftracy v/ould haye engaged to fur.* 

i^i{h me with iquffj made from genuine 

Vir^riia tobacco^— o' my confci^nce ! E 

believe I could have lived there till thisN 

tiipe, , . . 

End or PArtI. 
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